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Relativity

“Man can do what he wills, but he cannot will what he 
wills”

“Prevents us from taking ourselves and other people too 
seriously”

• System of reference

• Limits of observation
D Brian Einstein a Life, John Wiley & Sons Inc. 1996



The Poverty of Historicism
“The belief in historical destiny is sheer 
superstition…there can be no prediction of the 
course of human history by scientific or any 
other rational method.”

Karl Popper
Philosopher



Unforseen Circumstances

“If a state of affairs is the product of n 
variables and you have knowledge of our 
control over less than n variables, if you think 
you know what’s going to happen when you 
vary ‘your’ variables, you’re a booby.”

Arthur Allen Leff Economic Analysis of Law (1974) 6O Virginia LR 451,476



Alan Ryan

“Any group will be better able to control a 
situation when it can make its definition of the 
situation come to be the definition of the 
situation.”

A. Ryan The Philosophy of the Social Sciences, McMillan 1970

Alan Ryan
Oxford University



R.D. Laing

“We must continually learn to unlearn 
that which we have learned.”

R.D. Laing

Psychiatrist



Family Law

• Property

• Money

• Children



Regulation (or not) of Human Genome
Based Technologies

• PGD



Children’s Participation



A Theory of Justice
John Rawls

• Veil of Ignorance

• Equality of Opportunity

J. Rawls A Theory of Justice



Treasury

Robin Wilson First General Manager
Children's and Young Persons
Services

“…Treasury actually suggested to us because we 
couldn’t manage with our budget that we should 
actually do fewer child abuse investigations…that’s 
just unbelievable.”
Judge M Brown Ministerial Review: Care and Protection is about Adult Behaviour, 

December 2000



Commissioners for Children

• Rhetoric of Family responsibility leads to reduction of 
state support

• Financial performance rather than child protection

• Contestability between service providers

Ian Hassall Laurie O’Reilly Dr Cindy KiroRoger McLay



A Deplorable Situation
• 10 children per year killed by caregivers (3rd 

highest rate in OECD countries)

• 21% of children live in relative poverty (4 
years ago = 27%)

Review of Child Homicides 1991-2000 Commissioner for Children's
Office

Child Poverty Action Group Our Children: The Priority for Policy

Ministry of Social Development The Social Report 2004



Why?
• Most abuse happens to children who are born 

to parents being paid by the state to be long 
term dependents on welfare.

• The welfare system is now funding failure

• The welfare system destroys the life 
opportunities of children

Press statement October 19, 2005

Muriel Newman
Act MP



Yeah Right!
Jill Worrell Grandparents and Other Relatives Raising 
Kin Children in Aotearoa/New Zealand

• 526 Grandparent/kinship carers
• “The UCB is not enough to cover food and clothing.  I 

go to the Food Bank and the Salvation Army for 
Clothes”

• “I did not realise when I took the children on just how 
hard financially it would be”

• “If our grandchildren were in foster care it would cost 
the Government a lot more.  We are on pensions and 
feel we should be rewarded equally for our efforts to 
keep the children together”



Yeah Right!
• 1972 Royal Commission on Social Security 

beneficiaries entitled to a standard of living that 
allowed them and their children to participate in 
society without stigma.

• Vulnerability of dependent children is not the focus of 
policy
– Benefit reduced if father not identified
– Paid to one parent - tensions over eligibility
– Special benefits are not readily available to facilitate contact

  J. Hughes Lone Parents and Social Security (2003) 36 VUW 
LR 1-43 



The Big Picture
Professor Ian Pool Family Demography of New 

Zealand 1840-2005

• “exaggeration of the degree of family failure 
has produced a call for interventions driven 
more by prejudice and misinformation than by 
a robust evidence base - typically a 
misdiagnosis of what are the most important 
dynamics and their causes”

• Changes in family forms (solo parents, ex-
nuptial births) less impact on family life than 
changes in structures (size and timing of first 
child, where family settles)



The Big Picture
• Since 1970’s birth rate = below 2.1 per couple 

= below replacement

• Decline in family values? Same in Catholic
countries of Europe

• France - fertility rates higher than New 
Zealand.  State plays major role in family 
support

• Market and profit over human capital, long 
hours of work, decrease in family support and 
benefits, decline in dream of family home



A Scary Picture
• Scotland the Grave Tops Murder List

Guardian October 23, 2005
• WHO Report
• 3 times as many murders than in England/Wales
• 2000 people seriously assaulted a week 
• Density of housing in isolated areas
• Marginalised environments
• Decline in sporting, educational and cultural activities 

- not market friendly investments
• Violence the principal means of winning status
• Young Auckland thugs a breed apart, say 

police NZPA 29 October 2005



A Hopeful Picture

• Locke Hume Jefferson

• Performance Test for Governments: whether 
or not they improve the human condition



The Wealth of Nations
Adam Smith

Adam Smith - the invisible hand needs a hand 
The Wealth of Nations.

“The state has powerful responsibilities in 
defensive, justice, infrastructure, education, 
health - collective action needed to 
complement prevalent market forces.”

Adam Smith
Economist & Philosopher



A Hopeful Picture - the basic prinicples
• Universal Declaration of Human Rights

– Right to adequate standard of living - food, clothing, housing
– Right to free education at elementary and fundamental 

stages

• New Zealand Ministry of Social Development.  
Statement of intent - 2005-2006 all families to have an 
“adequate standard of living”

• New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 no mention of 
social and economic rights



A Hopeful Picture - the basic public 
investment

• Human capital (health, education, housing, 
nutrition)

• Infrastructure (roads, power, water sanitation)
• Natural capital (biodiversity, ecosystems)
• Public institutional capital (public 

administration, judicial system, police)
• Knowledge capital (research to improve all the 

above capital)
• Adam Smith: “An instructed and intelligent 

people…are more disposed to examine and 
more capable of seeing through the interested 
complaints of faction and sedition”



Policy
1. Incentives for each family to own their own home rather than 

incentives for a few to own many houses

2. Recognition that child care is work equal to paid work

3. Increase assistance to families with dependent children

4. Family impact report for every policy should be seen as 
important as economic indicators

5. The political voice of the young needs to be heard

6. The political voice of disadvantaged families needs to be heard

7. Keep stepping behind the veil of ignorance


