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Key to sections of the Official Information Act 1982 under which information has been 
withheld. 
 
Certain information in this document has been withheld under one or more of the 
following sections of the Official Information Act, as applicable: 

[1] 9(2)(a) - to protect the privacy of natural persons, including deceased people 
 

[2] 9(2)(f)(iv) - to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting the 
confidentiality of advice tendered by ministers and officials   

 
[3] 9(2)(g)(i) - to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and 

frank expression of opinions 
 

[4] 9(2)(h) - to maintain professional legal privilege 
 

[5] 9(2)(i) - to enable the Crown to carry out commercial activities without 
disadvantage or prejudice 

 
Where information has been withheld, a numbered reference to the applicable section 
of the Official Information Act has been made, as listed above. For example, a [3] 
appearing where information has been withheld in a release document refers to 
section9(2)(g)(i). 
 
In preparing this Information Release, the Treasury has considered the public interest 
considerations in section 9(1) of the Official Information Act. 
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Analysis 

 

The partial sale of electricity SOEs will not affect the underlying water regime or Māori 

rights and interests in water. Rather these are being considered through the Fresh 

Start for Freshwater process, which itself is part of the wider RMII reforms. The process 

of clarifying Māori rights and interests in water is likely to be incremental, (see 

T2012/101). 

 

Maori rights and interests in water derive primarily from article 2 of the Treaty of 

Waitangi. The Crown already has a substantial engagement with the Iwi Leaders 

Group on Water (ILG) as representatives of the mana whenua interests.  Iwi are also 

represented on the Land and Water Forum.  The 6 members of the ILG have 

consistently said they do they do not represent all iwi, and a wider consultation will also 

be needed before major decisions are made on water reforms.  That said, the ILG has 

been running a very inclusive process, both in the wider Iwi Leaders Forum, and within 

their individual iwi.  Members of FOMA in particular will be involved with the water 

engagement through these processes.   

 

                                                                                     

                                                                                        

                                                                              

                                                                                    

                                                       

 

                                                                                       

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                     

                                                                                         

                                                                             

                                                              

 

Speaking points 

 

The mixed ownership programme 

 

• The Government is keen to press ahead with its mixed ownership programme now 

that it has a mandate from the general election. 

 

• We have announced that Mighty River Power will be the first company prepared for 

IPO around the third quarter of this year. 

 

• We will welcome Māori investment in the mixed ownership companies. 

[3]

[3]
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Consultation with Māori on mixed ownership 

 

• We are consulting on the legislation necessary to give effect to the mixed 

ownership policy. 

 

• We recognise the significance of your previous role and involvement with the SOE 

Act and invite you to participate in the consultation. We have also invited iwi leaders 

to participate. 

 

• We propose to remove Genesis Power, Meridian Energy, Mighty River Power and 

Solid Energy from the State Owned Enterprises Act 1986 and put them under new 

legislation that ensures the Government retains at least 51 per cent and other 

individual shareholdings are limited to 10%. 

 

• The regime for memorials on land titles contained in section 27 of the SOE Act will 

be retained in its entirety to protect Māori property rights. 

 

• We are consulting on whether or not to retain section 9 (or a section 9-like 

provision) in the new legislation. 

 

• A consultation document will be available from 1 February on the Treasury website. 

 

• The Government is seeking written submissions with a deadline of 5pm on 22 

February 2012. 

 

• The Government is also holding a series of nine consultation hui as a further means 

of presenting its proposals and receiving feedback from interested parties. 

 

Date Time Venue Location 

8 February 10.00am-1.00pm Distinction Rotorua Rotorua 

8 February 3.00pm-6.00pm Waikato Stadium Hamilton 

9 February 3.00pm-6.00pm Whanganui Racecourse Whanganui 

10 February 9.30am-12.30pm Toll Stadium Whangarei 

10 February 3.30pm-6.30pm Novotel Auckland Airport Auckland 

14 February 10.00am-1.00pm Waihopai Runaka  

Murihiku Marae 

Invercargill 

14 February 4.00pm-7.00pm Chateau on the Park Christchurch 

15 February 10.00am-1.00pm Emerald Hotel Gisborne 

15 February 3.30pm-6.30pm Te Puni Kokiri Wellington 
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Potential Waitangi Tribunal claim on water 

 

• The partial sale of the generation companies will not impact on the water regulatory 

regime or underlying Māori rights and interests in water, which are instead being 

clarified through the Fresh Start for Freshwater process, and especially the 

engagements with the ILG.   

 

• The ILG in turn are leading a wider engagement other iwi and Maori.  We strongly 

encourage members of the NZMC and FOMA  to participate in these ILG-led 

processes 

 

 

Chris White, Manager, Commercial Transactions Group,                       
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