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Mixed Ownership Model Submission Form 

The Government welcomes your feedback on this consultation document, particularly the 

questions set out below. 

You can make a submission by using this form, which is also available electronically at 

www.treasury.govt.nz/mixed-ownership-consultation 

 

1 Contact Details 

I am responding (please complete one): 

As an individual 

Your name  

Your iwi affiliation  

Address  

Email address  

 

On behalf of an organisation 

Your name Te Rangikaheke Bidois 

Organisation you represent Te Maru o Ngati Rangiwewehi Iwi Authority 

Address PO Box 131, Ngongotaha, Rotorua. 

12 Western Road, Rotorua. 

Email address                         or info@rangiwewehi.com 

 

2 Submission 

Question 1: What rights and interests, if any, do Māori have in the Mixed Ownership Model Companies that 

are not protected by the section 27A-D memorials regime, or by other legislation? 

The interest that Maori have in the Mixed Ownership Model Companies that are not CLEARLY protected by the 

section 27A-D memorials regime, or by other legislation, is the right to take a claim to the Waitangi tribunal on 

hapu ownership of water.    

 

It is the uncertainties created by the protections in the SOE legislation that is of specific concern, because 

these Mixed Ownership Model Companies named ie Genesis Power Ltd, Meridian Energy Ltd, Mighty River 

Power Ltd and Solid Energy New Zealand Ltd, are the greatest users of natural resources, particularly water. 

 

Ngati Rangiwewehi have long claimed an interest in water, both cold and geothermal.  We have consistently 

presented this view at the Iwi Leaders Group forum, at the Te Arawa Lakes Trust forum, and in our Claims 

[1]
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Settlement process with the Crown through the Office of Treaty Settlements process. 

Ngati Rangiwewehi state that their relationship to water and Pekehaua and Hinerua (taniwha, kaitiaki), are 

central to Taniwha and Hamurana springs. 

 

 

Question 2: How would any rights and interests identified in question 1 be protected by continued application 

of section 9 of the State-Owned Enterprises Act 1986? 

The rights identified in question 1 would be protected by continued application of section 9 of the State Owned 

Enterprises Act 1986 by reserving the right, through the New Zealand Maori Council, who has the statutory 

authority through the SOE protections having constitutional significance, to the protection of Treaty rights on 

the sale of SOE assets not being set aside without an arrangement with the New Zealand Maori Council on 

behalf of all Maori. 

 

The specific area of interest being priority water rights (both hot and cold) under the RMA that are currently 

awarded to and held by the SOES.  These rights would be a fixture of any SOE sale.   Their removal without an 

arrangement with the New Zealand Maori Council is a breach of constitutional responsibility and of the duty of 

the Crown to respect the decisions of the Courts and the rights of indigenous peoples. 

 

Ngati Rangiwewehi has always maintained we alone speak for our awa, puna and wai.   In the case of taking 

any claim to the Waitangi Tribunal, Ngati Rangiwewehi supports the position of the New Zealand Maori Council 

and Sir Graham Lattimer. 

 

Question 3: Could any rights and interests identified in question 1 be protected by an alternative, more 

specific, formulation of the Crown’s obligations under the Treaty? 

Ngati Rangiwewehi totally opposes: 

• the sale of SOE’s  

• the removal of S9 and S 27 from the SOE Act 

 

Ngati Rangiwewehi supports the position of the New Zealand Maori Council and Sir Graham Latimer 

Ngati Rangiwewehi views this whole exercise as undermining the Treaty of Waitangi 

That the Crown needs to assist in the process of resolving the ownership of water before any SOE’s are made 

available for sale on the open market 

 

Additional comments: Please insert any other comments you wish to make on this consultation document. 

These views are consistent with the presentation made by Ngati Rangiwewehi at the consultation hui held in 

Rotorua on 8 February 2012. 

The definition of ‘ownership’ in that context is about the right of hapu to continue to provide the legacy of a 

secure water supply for all tamariki / mokopuna whether they are brown, white, black or blue. 

The final point, the Ngati Rangiwewehi view on hapu ownership of water has been made to the Iwi Leaders 

Group forum on a number of occasions.   The Minister was advised of this at the 8 February 2012 hui, ie Ngati 

Rangiwewehi gave a presentation at the Iwi Leaders Group forum held in Taranaki last year in 2011, wherein 

we supported Poroti to take a claim to hapu ownership of water, under the umbrella of the New Zealand Maori 

Council.  Poroti presented as did Ngati Rangiteaorere, and Maanu Paul on behalf of New Zealand Maori 

Council. 
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The Ngati Rangiwewehi interest in ownership of water is specific ie the regime that flows from Te Waro Uri the 

main spring within Taniwha Springs, out to Lake Rotorua.  That regime was lost through the Public Works Act 

taking of 1 ha of land by the Rotorua District Council in 1966.  ( It’s a simple equation – you own the land, you 

own the spring on the land, you own the water.  Rotorua District Council took the land to access the spring, to 

access the water.   Through the RMA water rights are applied for, Rotorua District Council sought to increase 

the water take and term, Ngati Rangiwewehi opposed and we entered the Environment Court in 2005.   Under 

the water right, the Rotorua District Council through, although managing the supply of water, effectively owns 

the water regime, including the water itself.   

 

All submissions will be publicly available 

The Government will publicly release your submission, a summary of submissions and a list of the 

names of submitters, on The Treasury’s website: www.treasury.govt.nz/mixed-ownership-

consultation. 

Your name will be made publicly available as part of your submission when it is released 

Your contact details will be removed from your submission before it is posted on the website, 

recorded in the summary of submissions or released under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA). 
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If you do not wish your name in your submission to be released, please clearly state this in your 

submission or tick the option below: 

 I request that my name be removed from my submission before it is released and that it is 

recorded as ‘anonymous’ in the summary of submissions.  

If there is particular information in your submission that you wish to remain confidential, please 

clearly indicate this and explain your reasons for wanting the information kept confidential. 

The Treasury is subject to the OIA and copies of submissions sent to The Treasury will normally 

be released in response to an OIA request from a member of the public. If your submission is 

subject to an OIA request, The Treasury will consider your confidentiality request in accordance 

with the grounds for withholding information outlined in the OIA. You can view a copy of the OIA 

on the New Zealand Legislation website: www.legislation.govt.nz. 

The Privacy Act 1993 governs how The Treasury collects, holds, uses and discloses personal 

information about you which is contained in your submission. You have the right to access and 

correct this personal information. 

 

Submissions can be sent by email to mixed-ownership-consultation@treasury.govt.nz or by post 

to: 

FreePost Authority No.126395  

Mixed Ownership Model: Consultation with Māori 

Commercial Transactions Group 

The Treasury 

PO Box 3724 

Wellington 6140 

The deadline for receipt of submissions is 5pm on Wednesday 22 February 2012. Late 

submissions will not be considered. 

 


