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Abstract

Getting Unemployed Youth into Jobs: Lessons 
for New Zealand from experiments in middle 

income countries

Youth unemployment rates are high throughout much of the world, and policymakers have 
tried a whole range of different policies to try and help young people find jobs. But do we 
know whether any of these policies work? Randomized experiments provide one approach for 
obtaining rigorous causal evidence. New findings from several labour market experiments 
conducted in a range of middle income countries around the world will be presented, with the 
findings potentially both of intrinsic interest as evidence about the effects of particular types of 
policies, as well as serving as a demonstration of how such an approach could be conducted 
within New Zealand. Types of policies to be discussed include vocational training, soft skillswithin New Zealand. Types of policies to be discussed include vocational training, soft skills 
training, and short-term wage subsidies

Bio:
Lead Economist in the Development Research Group at the World Bank, and was previously 
assistant professor of economics at Stanford University. He is a New Zealander by birth, 
obtaining his undergraduate degrees in economics and statistics from the University of 
Auckland, before going to Yale University for his Ph.D. in economics. He has worked on a 
wide range of topics including brain drain and Pacific migration to New Zealand policies to
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wide range of topics, including brain drain and Pacific migration to New Zealand, policies to 
grow microenterprises in the developing world, the impact of management training, financial 
literacy training, and impact evaluation methodology. He writes a weekly column on impact 
evaluation for the World Bank's Development Impact blog, and is considered one of the 
leading researchers globally doing randomized experiments with firms.
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