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This document has been proactively released.  Redactions made to the document have been made 
consistent with provisions of the Official Information Act 1982.  

Key to Redaction Codes 

Certain information in this document has been withheld under one or more of the following sections of 
the Official Information Act, as applicable: 

[1] 9(2)(a) - to protect the privacy of natural persons, including deceased people 

[2] 9(2)(g)(i) - to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 
expression of opinions 

[3] 9(2)(j) - to carry on, without prejudice or disadvantage, negotiations (including commercial and 
industrial negotiations) 

[4] 9(2)(h) - to maintain legal professional privilege. 

[5] Not relevant 

Where information has been withheld, a numbered reference to the applicable section of the Official 
Information Act has been made, as listed above. For example, a [2] appearing where information has 
been withheld in a release document refers to section 9(2)(g)(i).   

In preparing this Information Release, the Treasury has considered the public interest considerations 
in section 9(1) of the Official Information Act. 
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From:
To: "mary.mclean@med.govt.nz"
Cc:  Lee McCauley
Subject: Saudi Arabia Food Security Partnerships - follow-up
Date: Friday, 22 March 2013 8:12:00 a.m.

Hi Mary,
 
Regarding the Saudi Food Security Partnerships matter that I was in contact with a couple of
weeks ago, I wanted to confirm a couple of things with you in case they haven’t come through
other channels:
 

1.        We have agreed that the funding for this initiative will not be transferred until 2013/14,
well after the NZTE Board has met to consider it in early April. MFAT have withdrawn the
technical Budget initiative that would have transferred the funding to NZTE in 2012/13.
The funding will be treated as an in-principle ECT within MFAT so that it is shifted into
13/14 baselines, and then early next year we will need to get joint Ministers agreement
to the transfer prior to funds being committed on this project from NZTE (which I
understand is scheduled to happen in August 2013).
 

2.        The Cabinet Minute that I sent through (I won’t resend because of potential problems
with Seemail) included an instruction that:

 
directed the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade to work with the Treasury, the Office of
the Auditor-General and New Zealand Trade and Enterprise on the execution and
management of the contract.
 
Note that we understand the Minute will be updated to remove the erroneous reference to
OAG, who Cabinet are not empowered to give directions to.
 
As it is proposed that management of the contract will be transferred to NZTE, we need to
consider how Treasury will be involved in this collaborative contract management role that
Cabinet have directed us to follow. Is this a discussion we should be having with your team, or is
there a contact in NZTE that we should be consulting with?
 
Cheers,

   
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE
The information in this  email is confidential to the Treasury,  intended only for the addressee(s), and may also be legally privileged. If
you are not an intended addressee:
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