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Key to sections of the Official Information Act 1982 under which information has been withheld. 

Certain information in this document has been withheld under one or more of the following sections of the 
Official Information Act, as applicable: 

 

[1] to prevent prejudice to the security or defence of New Zealand or the 
international relations of the government 6(a) 

[4] to prevent prejudice to the maintenance of the law, including the prevention, 
investigation, and detection of offences, and the right to a fair trial 6(c) 

[11] 
to damage seriously the economy of New Zealand by disclosing prematurely 
decisions to change or continue government economic or financial policies 
relating to the entering into of overseas trade agreements. 

6(e)(vi) 

[23] to protect the privacy of natural persons, including deceased people 9(2)(a) 

[25] to protect  the commercial position of the person who supplied the information 
or who is the subject of the information 9(2)(b)(ii) 

[26] 
to prevent prejudice to the supply of similar information, or information from the 
same source, and it is in the public interest that such information should 
continue to be supplied 

9(2)(ba)(i) 

[27] 

to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which 
any person has been or could be compelled to provide under the authority of 
any enactment, where the making available of the information - would be likely 
otherwise to damage the public interest 

9(2)(ba)(ii) 

29] to avoid prejudice to the substantial economic interests of New Zealand 9(2)(d) 

[31] to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting collective and 
individual ministerial responsibility 9(2)(f)(ii) 

[33] to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting the confidentiality 
of advice tendered by ministers and officials 9(2)(f)(iv) 

[34] to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 
expression of opinions 9(2)(g)(i) 

[36] to maintain legal professional privilege 9(2)(h) 

[37] to enable the Crown to carry out commercial activities without disadvantages or 
prejudice 9(2)(i) 

[38] to enable the Crown to negotiate without disadvantage or prejudice 9(2)(j) 

[39] to prevent the disclosure of official information for improper gain or improper 
advantage 9(2)(k) 

[s18(c)(i)] that the making available of the information requested would be contrary to the 
provisions of a specified enactment  

[40] Not in scope   
 

Where information has been withheld, a numbered reference to the applicable section of the Official 
Information Act has been made, as listed above. For example, a [23] appearing where information has 
been withheld in a release document refers to section 9(2)(a). 

In preparing this Information Release, the Treasury has considered the public interest considerations in 
section 9(1) and section 18 of the Official Information Act. 
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From: John Marney [TSY]
Sent: Wednesday, 13 April 2016 6:00 p.m.
To: David Kidson; ^Parliament: Simon Duncan
Cc: Ben McBride [TSY]; Susie Krieble [TSY]; Megan McInnes [TSY]; ^Parliament: James  

Smart
Subject: Vote Health B16
Attachments: B16 Vote Health uplift to 550m v3

[SEEMAIL][SENSITIVE] 
 
David, Simon – 
 
Here is an updated version of the health package, with a $550m pa average.  It reflects James’ discussion with 
Peter McCardle following fiscal issues today.  As I think James has already mentioned to you, the Minister of 
Health’s office still has some reservations about this and will seek a meeting with MOF tomorrow to 
discuss.  Some points to note: 
 
Tagged contingency for bowel screening.  We strongly recommend that funding for the National Bowel 
Screening Programme Rollout departmental opex (initiative 9086) is held as a tagged contingency pending 
restatement of the business case to address concerns about whether the programme can be be delivered 
with timeframe and to budget.  If funding isn’t held as a contingency (i.e. is directly appropriate to Vote 
Health in the Budget), we consider there is to be material risk that implementation will begin before the 
programme is properly developed.  If funding is held in a tagged contingency, this will still allow a Budget 
annoucement of funding for Vote Health of $550m pa, including in press releases and fact sheets (as an 
exception to the usual rule about not announcing tagged contingency).  However, the bowel screening figure 
would not be included in the Estimates table (this appears to be a point of concern for the Minster of Health’s 
office.)   
 

 
Profile of spend.  The Minister of Health’s office may seek to front-load the spending profile (within a $550m 
pa average).  We note that the profile is already somewhat front-loaded ($561m declining to $538m).  There 
are obviously risks to front-loading, in particular that this translates unfunded “cost pressures” for subsequent 
Budgets. 

[33]
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cheers, 
John 
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