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Key to sections of the Official Information Act 1982 under which information has been 
withheld. 
 
Certain information in this document has been withheld under one or more of the 
following sections of the Official Information Act, as applicable: 

[1] 9(2)(a) - to protect the privacy of natural persons, including deceased people 
 

[2] 9(2)(b)(ii) -  to protect the commercial position of the person who supplied the 
information, or who is the subject of the information 

 
[3] 9(2)(f)(iv) - to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting the 

confidentiality of advice tendered by ministers and officials   
 

[4] 9(2)(g)(i) - to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and 
frank expression of opinions 

 
[5] 9(2)(h) - to maintain professional legal privilege 

 
[6] 9(2)(i) - to enable the Crown to carry out commercial activities without 

disadvantage or prejudice, or 
 

[7] Information is out of scope or not relevant. 
 
Where information has been withheld, a numbered reference to the applicable section 
of the Official Information Act has been made, as listed above. For example, a [3] 
appearing where information has been withheld in a release document refers to section 
9(2)(f)(iv). 
 
In preparing this Information Release, the Treasury has considered the public interest 
considerations in section 9(1) of the Official Information Act. 
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Put a floor on spot prices during a 

conservation campaign or dry year 

power cuts 

Completed, with effect from 1 July 2013, 

although the EA decided not to introduce 

a floor during a conservation campaign, 

and instead introduced “stress tests” for 

retailers 

 

Changes intended to improve electricity sector governance 

Replace the Electricity Commission with 

the Electricity Authority (EA) 

Completed. The EA was established on 1 

November 2010 

Simplify the functions of the EA by 

transferring functions to other bodies 

Completed with effect from 1 November 

2010 

Set up a Security and Reliability Council The Council was established in 

December 2010. It is investigating the 

causes of the recent North Island power 

cuts 

 

Impact of the reforms on electricity market retail competition 

The graph on the next page (from the EA) shows the number of consumers switching 

electricity retailer has increased significantly in the last 2 years. Some of this switching 

would have been driven by the announcement and implementation of the VAS and 

Tekapo transfer (Genesis began competing for customers in the South Island in 

advance of the changes taking effect), and some would be the result of the “What’s My 

Number” information campaign. 

 




