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2. All coal produces methane gas and the mine’s ventilation system is designed to pull sufficient quantities 

of fresh air into the mine, direct it past areas where any methane is being produced and ensure it is 

systematically drawn into in the main body of air, diluted so that it presents no threat, and carried from 

the mine.  In the same way, the ventilation system safely dilutes and carries out of the mine engine 

exhaust and the exhaled air of staff members working underground.    

3. The area under investigation had been “no-roaded” – meaning it is not a working area, contained no 

mechanical or electrical equipment and could not be entered apart from by qualified supervisors making 

their regular checks.  No Roading virtually eliminates any risk of an ignition source. 

4. By the mine’s standards and procedures, the area’s ventilation was appropriate and well 

managed.  Fans set well back from the faces were directing fresh air through long sleeves toward the far 

ends of the area to safely dilute the proportion of any naturally occurring methane and temporary 

screening had been rigged to direct the airflow back out into the mine’s main body of air.  
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