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“However, given the soft short to medium-term gas price outlook and the expected cost of gas production in 

Huntly, further commercial scale-up of coal seam gas production is not justified at this time. Work 

programmes will continue in the Huntly permit to assess cost-effective technology advances and niche high-

value market options ahead of changes in market conditions, justifying commercial expansion of the Huntly 

coal seam gas plant. 

 

“The decision to focus coal seam gas operations in Taranaki does not affect our underground coal 

gasification pilot plant in Huntly which continues to show great promise,” Dr Pearce says. 

 

Solid Energy’s coal seam gas work programme in Taranaki aims to identify the best area to develop for 

extraction. The gas resource sits in multiple thin coal seams, so this will require some innovative technical 

solutions to be trialled through appraisal, Dr Pearce says. 

 

As part of the decision to focus coal seam gas operations in Taranaki Solid Energy is releasing a number of 

less prospective PEPs - Waiau (PEP 52359) and Winton (PEP 53572) in the South Island, and Counties 

PEP 52043 in the North Island. 

 

Coal seam gas is one of a suite of leading-edge technologies that Solid Energy is bringing to New Zealand 

and developing ourselves for use here and internationally to provide secure, affordable, environmentally 

acceptable energy and high-value products for local and export markets. 

 

 

For further information contact: 

Sarona Iosefa 
Communications Manager Telephone: 03 345 6265 
Solid Energy New Zealand Limited  Mobile: 027456 1284 
 
or 
 
Vicki Blyth Telephone: 03 345 6000 
General Manager Communications Mobile: 021 670 250 
Solid Energy New Zealand Limited 


