
 
 
 
29 June 2010 
 
Don Brash 
Chair  
2025 Taskforce 
By email: secretariat@2025taskforce.govt.nz  
 
Dear Dr Brash 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the second report of the 2025 Taskforce. 
 
The New Zealand Seafood Industry Council Ltd (SeaFIC) provided input to the earlier work of the 
Taskforce on 21 October 2009. Our suggestions focused on three sets of actions to improve the 
regulatory framework so as to enable the seafood industry to focus on productivity improvements. 
The regulatory proposals were: 

• Providing tools for industry collective action and self-management (as outlined in the 
seafood industry’s economic development strategy Managing our own Ship); 

• Reducing regulatory uncertainty and enhancing the security of property rights; and 

• Providing an effective regulatory regime for aquaculture. 
 
I note that improving regulatory practice has been identified by the Taskforce as one of the issues 
for further discussion in your second report.  
 
SeaFIC has little to add beyond emphasising and providing an update on the points raised in our first 
submission. Progress on the three initiatives we identified in 2009 as contributions to the 2025 goal 
has been disappointingly slow. 
 

• In spite of being endorsed by the Minister of Fisheries and reflected in the Government’s 
Fisheries 2030 strategy, the Government has not given legislative priority to providing tools 
for industry collective action and self-management. No Ministry of Fisheries resources have 
been allocated to this policy area even though it is consistently identified by SeaFIC as being 
of primary importance to increasing the seafood industry’s economic contribution to the 
country. SeaFIC is continuing to work with the wider seafood industry to develop policy and 
legislative proposals to present to government. 
 

• There appears to be little appetite to address the strategic issues that continue to cause 
regulatory uncertainty and hinder investment in commercial fishing. These issues were 
discussed in some detail in our previous submission, and include various spatial constraints 
on access to fishing grounds and incomplete management frameworks for shared fisheries 
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(i.e., fisheries with commercial, customary and recreational users). Some progress has been 
made in one area of regulatory uncertainty affecting the seafood industry through the 
review of the Foreshore and Seabed Act. However, it is not yet clear how government 
commitments relating to protection of existing rights (including commercial fishing rights) 
will be given effect in the new legislation and subsequent negotiated settlements. 
 

• Reform of aquaculture legislation is continuing more slowly than was anticipated. SeaFIC is 
generally supportive of the policy direction adopted but the success of the package in 
providing a sound basis for sustainable aquaculture development will depend on details that 
are not yet available. Continued regulatory improvements to the Resource Management Act 
(and its implementation at national level and by regional councils) will also be essential 
components of a better regulatory regime for aquaculture. 
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