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Dear Don, 

Thank you for your invitation to make a brief submission on matters that we think 
are important for closing the income gap with Australia, 

First, changing the settings on macro economic policies alone will not achieve the 
goal. The missing ingredient is that we have to produce enterprising students, In 
the long term, the education system will make a difference, if it achieves its vision 
of producing enterprising students, Your report is light on this issue - the one 
that we regard as the most important issue for the country, bar none. The things 
in your first report are necessary but will not be sufficient to achieve the goal 
without this one, vital and missing ingredient. Our Trust has had considerable 
experience working in this space and can suggest a variety of ways to produce 
more enterprising students. These include the introduction of new standards, the 
strengthening of the curriculum for enterprise education and financial literacy, 
and the support of organisations that can help achieve this important goal. 

Second, I encourage you, again, to study the Global Competitiveness Report, and 
make recommendations on how New Zealand can improve its rankings on many 
of the measures in this report. The lack of attention paid to the concept of 
"competitiveness" is a significant omission from the first report, 

Third, we just don't want it badly enough. That was the unofficial verdict of Sean 
Dorgan of the Irish Development Commission when he attended the first 
Knowledge Wave conference almost 10 years ago, If we are to close the income 
gap with Australia we need an education programme for both parents and 
students to demonstrate that closing the income gap is a good thing. I don't think 
that there is any broad consensus that closing the gap is a worthwhile goal. It 
may be obvious to the very few who read your report. I submit that it is not 
obvious to many. Without a national desire to achieve the goal, it will never be 
achieved, You need to demonstrate that the goal is worthy in such a way that 
every man, woman and child in the country agrees. The report has no 
recommendations on how the population will buy into the goal. 

We are happy for this submission to be made public. Should you need further 
information, please don't hesitate to contact me, 
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