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INFRASTRUCTURE 

UPDATE 

  An Occasional Newsletter from the National Infrastructure Unit Issue #15 September 2014 

 

Welcome to the latest Infrastructure Update, the occasional newsletter from the National Infrastructure Unit.  This month we feature an 

election update, and several transport updates, including an international honour for the Ministry of Transport.  

 

Staying with the international theme, the World Economic Forum has released its latest Global Competitiveness Report, and we have 

a quick overview of that, alongside our report from the Water NZ conference and expo, the latest NIAB meeting, and our usual 

monthly round up.  

 

Our “5 minutes with” features Paul Swain, a former Minister of Commerce, Communications and Transport, and recently appointed 

Independent Chair of the New Zealand Utilities Advisory Group (NZUAG), who tells us about the work NZUAG are currently 

conducting to review the NZ Utilities Access Code.  

 

And finally, we note the release of MoT’s work on Journey to Work Times in the Auckland Region, as well as the review of the Civil 

Aviation Act and Airport Authorities Act, and the Productivity Commission’s new enquiry into using land for housing. 

 

As always, we appreciate your feedback and welcome any articles or suggestions for future editions of Infrastructure Update. 

 
National Infrastructure Unit 

 

 

NIU Response Programme Update 

NIU continues to progress work on the Response Programme, updating the National 

Infrastructure Advisory Board this month and presenting at the Water New Zealand 

Conference and Expo (see articles below). 

 

In addition, we are developing our work on Demand Management 

with stakeholders to identify areas where significant impact could 

be made. Early indicators are that these may include roading, 

some of the social infrastructure sectors, and urban water. A report 

will be given to Ministers later in the year outlining these 

opportunities. If you like to discuss this topic with NIU, please 

contact info@infrastructure.govt.nz 

 

Work has also begun in preparation for the next evidence base. At 

this stage it is expected an updated evidence base will be published 

in 2015, and NIU welcomes any stakeholder feedback on new data 

that should be included in this iteration. NIU will be contacting 

stakeholders directly later in 2014 to commission this work.   

 

NIU website and mailing list 

 

Keep an eye on the NIU website for our 

latest papers, presentations or reports: 

www.infrastructure.govt.nz 

 

To provide feedback or be added to the 

mailing list for this newsletter and other 

publications, please send us an e-mail at: 

info@infrastructure.govt.nz 

 

Collaboration is a key principle of the 

Plan and we are regularly around the 

country working with and talking to the 

infrastructure sector.  Please contact us if 

you would like to share your thoughts and 

ideas.  

http://www.infrastructure.govt.nz/
mailto:info@infrastructure.govt.nz
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Election Update 

The General Election was held on 20 September and provisional results are available 

on the election results website : http://www.electionresults.govt.nz/  

Preliminary results are as follows:  

 

Following the election, and until a new Government is sworn in, the incumbent 

Government will act under the Caretaker Convention. This states that normal business 

should continue, and decisions taken before the Caretaker period can be implemented, 

but that significant new decisions should be deferred if possible until the new 

Government has been sworn in.  

The declaration of the official Election Results is expected by Saturday 4 October, and 

the return of the writ and the declaration of the successful list candidates on Thursday 9 

October 2014.  

More information on this can be found on the SSC website at: 

http://www.ssc.govt.nz/node/9206 and the DPMC website through the release of 

Cabinet Office Circular CO (14) 6: http://www.dpmc.govt.nz/cabinet/circulars  

 

 

National Infrastructure 

Advisory Board 

The Board held their fourth meeting of the 

year on 10 September with a particular 

focus on reviewing the work on the 

response programme to date, including 

discussions on prioritisation of themes 

and areas of focus. 

Time was also spent on looking ahead 

and some options for widespread 

engagement with stakeholders and 

ensuring options were robustly and well 

considered. 

The Board received an update on the 

PPP programme following the close of 

Transmission Gully and considered 

advice to Ministers post-election. 

The last Board meeting for the year will 

be held on 26 November. 

More information on the Board is 

available on the NIU website at: 

http://www.infrastructure.govt.nz/advisory

board  

 

Monthly Round Up 

 

Around the Water NZ conference Richard 

spent time in Hamilton including 

meetings with WEL Networks, NZTA and 

Hamilton City Council. 

The LGNZ 3-Waters Advisory and 

Steering Groups both met this month with 

Richard representing NIU on the Advisory 

Group and David Taylor the Steering 

Group. 

The Central Government Infrastructure 

Resilience Coordination Group also 

met, chaired by NIU’s Roger Fairclough, 

this Group works to ensure a well 

coordinated resilience work programme 

across Central Government Agencies.  

 

http://www.ssc.govt.nz/node/9206
http://www.dpmc.govt.nz/cabinet/circulars
http://www.infrastructure.govt.nz/advisoryboard
http://www.infrastructure.govt.nz/advisoryboard
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Water New Zealand 

Hamilton conference and 

expo 

The annual Water NZ conference and expo was held in Hamilton last week.  With the 

largest attendance ever, the conference had the usual mix of technical papers and the 

more strategic and future focused presentations.   

Key note speakers included Karlene Maywald, Mark Enzer and Mike Brewster.  Richard 

also attended and delivered a presentation titled A Step Change: Beyond the Evidence 

Base.  A copy is available on the NIU website here.  

Karlene Maywald is the Chair of the National Water Commission. The 

Commission is responsible for oversight, assessment and audit of the 

States implementation of the National Water Initiative and the Murray 

Darling Basin Plan.  Through her presentation and in discussions over 

the three days, Karlene gave a number of useful insights from the 

political perspective of water reform and some of the difficulties involved. 

Mark Enzer, Group Practice Manager for Water and Environment, 

Mott MacDonald. Mark’s role is principally about providing strategic 

leadership and fostering integration across the water and environment 

sectors in all the regions in which the company operates.  

Mark provided a rich and interesting picture of the global water 

environment and in particular, the big issue of the nexus of food – 

water – energy.   

Mark highlighted the infrastructure growth curve and the shift from the developing into 

the mature, each requires a different approach and focus.  In the mature space, the 

focus is on maintaining and effectively ustilising assets rather than building and growth.  

He also noted that the challenge to the water industry in developed economies is to 

deliver lower bills and better service with less disruption to the customer - all within 

resource constraints.  This requires transformation in three areas: delivery, information 

and Integration of supply chain with customer needs and that to deliver the 

transformation we need leadership, innovation and procurement. 

Mike Brewster is the inaugural Chief Executive Officer of TasWater, the 

state-wide water and sewerage provider in Tasmania.  Mike gave a very 

insightful presentation into running TasWater, the new sole statewide 

water entity, noting that pre-2009 Tasmania had 29 Councils 

responsible for water. Mike talked about the benefits of one business.  

Particular points Mike made that were of interest included: 

 Councils must have skin in the game but not direct control, the importance of an 

independent skills based Board 

 The importance of recognising and accepting need for a different culture than 

traditionally found in Councils and  

 The scale of one entity allows you to hit intractable problems that cannot address 

otherwise and to shift from reactive to proactive operations 

The conference was also an opportunity to acknowledge the work of Water NZ Chief 

Executive Murray Gibb who finishes at the end of this year.  Thank you Murray for your 

support of the work of the NIU and the Plan.  

 

World Economic Forum 

Global Competitiveness 

Report 

 

The WEF’s Global Competitiveness 

Report was released this month. The 

report includes 144 economies and 

measures national competitiveness, 

defined as the set of institutions, policies 

and factors that affect productivity.  

Data for the report is collected by survey 

from the respective countries.  

New Zealand continues to improve in the 

overall rankings, moving from 18
th

 place 

to 17
th

, its best ranking since introduction 

to the current GCI methodology. The 

WEF Country Summary Report states 

“Among the highlights, the country is 

ranked 1st in the institutions pillar and 

features in the top 10 of five more pillars. 

In particular, New Zealand ranks third in 

the financial market development pillar. It 

boasts an excellent education system 

(9th), while the efficiency of its goods 

(6th) and labor (6th) markets is among 

the highest in the world.”   

However, infrastructure remains the issue 

most raised in the survey responses as a 

problem for doing business. Within the 

detailed scores there is a mixed picture 

for infrastructure, but improvement is 

clear, with the overall score improving 

again this year.  

The full report can be downloaded at 

www.weforum.org/gcr. 

http://www.infrastructure.govt.nz/
http://www.weforum.org/gcr
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5 minutes with . . . . 

This series features short interviews with members of our infrastructure community, to highlight interesting projects 

underway across the sectors. Today we interview Paul Swain, a former Minister of Commerce, Communications 

and Transport, and recently appointed Independent Chair of the New Zealand Utilities Advisory Group (NZUAG). If 

you have a project that you would like to feature in a future interview, or know someone who would, please let us 

know.  

Kia ora Paul: What is the role of the NZUAG? 

The NZUAG is a joint consultative group of network utility operators and transport corridor managers from 

territorial authorities, New Zealand Transport Agency, KiwiRail and industry bodies.  

The NZUAG is the guardian of the National Code of Practice for Utility Operators' Access to Transport Corridors (the Code) which is a 

regulation under the Utilities Access Act 2010. NZUAG is also responsible for the administration and effective implementation of the 

Code.  

The purpose of the Code is to provide a nationally consistent approach to managing access to transport corridors. It enables utility 

operators to access transport corridors in a way that maximizes the benefit to the public while ensuring that all utility operators are 

treated fairly. It is designed to keep disruptions to roads, motorways and railways to a minimum, while maintaining safety for all 

concerned. 

 

What is the key focus of NZUAG at the moment? 

We are currently involved in a first review of the Code, which is a requirement under the Act. As an initial step, NZUAG invited industry 

participants to provide their feedback on the Code to enable an evaluation of the Code’s effectiveness as well as to identify areas for 

potential improvement or amendment.  This has been completed.  We are now calling for submissions on the proposed amendments to 

the Code. Our plan is to have the revised Code to the Minister for approval early next year. 

 

What are some of the key issues that are likely to be identified as part of the review? 

Based on feedback to date, we expect that issues such as compliance, enforcement and local variations to the National Code will 

emerge. Any issues that are raised that are outside the scope of the review, such as potential changes to legislation, will picked up in 

future work streams once the review has been completed.  

 

Who should make a submission on the proposed amendments to the Code? 

Anyone can make a submission. However, we are particularly interested in hearing from utility operators, contractors and transport 

corridor manages such as local authorities who are bound by the code. We are hoping that the review will lead to an improved Code 

that will work better in the interests of everyone, including the general public. 

 

What’s the timeline from here? 

Submissions opened on Monday 22 September and close at 5pm on Friday 31 October. The submissions will be published on the 

website. Public hearings for those who want to support their submission orally will be held from 24-28 November. NZUAG will then 

consider further amendments to the Code based on the submissions, and seek an independent legal review of the proposed 

amendments. NZUAG plans to ratify the revised Code in February next year, and submitters advised of agreed changes. The revised 

Code will be then submitted to the Minister for consideration and approval. 

 

How do people get the information about the review, and how do they make a submission? 

Information about the review, a draft of the proposed Code, and a submission form are on the NZUAG website: 

www.nzuag.org.nz/national-code/code-review-2014.html 
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Ministry of Transport Honoured in Hall of Fame 

The Ministry of Transport has been inducted into the Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) Hall 

of Fame in Detroit, as recognition for its Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) Technology 

Action Plan. 

Secretary of Transport Martin Matthews accepted the award on Monday 8 September at the 

2014 ITS World Congress, and says this international recognition is a considerable success 

for the future-focused Ministry. “The Hall of Fame Awards recognise the most outstanding, 

ambitious and innovative use of Intelligent Transport Systems. New Zealand’s ITS 

Technology Action Plan certainly fits that description,” Mr Matthews says. 

Intelligent transport systems use technologies such as sensors, computing and 

communications in vehicles and infrastructure such as roads. Examples include such things 

as advanced driver assistance, vehicle monitoring, integrated electronic ticketing, and air 

traffic control systems in aviation. 

“The ITS Action Plan identifies 42 key areas where the government has an essential role to play in advancing the adoption of ITS in 

New Zealand. Over its 4 year horizon, the plan will help guide the Ministry towards its purpose of ensuring our transport system helps 

New Zealand thrive. 

“I am thrilled that the Ministry of Transport’s work is being showcased at an international event where keynote speakers include CEOs 

from General Motors, Verizon Communications and Delphi Automotive, as well as the Executive Chairman of Ford. 

“ITS have the potential to create a step-change in safety and efficiency across all forms of transport. It is crucial that New Zealand’s 

regulatory system and transport infrastructure is well placed to enable new technologies to be tested and deployed,” Mr Matthews says. 

Read more about the ITS Technology Action Plan on the Ministry’s website.   

 

Journey To Work Data Analysed 

Last month, the Ministry of Transport released its analysis on journey to work times in the Auckland region. 

This work was based on the 2013 census data and was conducted on behalf of the Ministry of Transport by 

Richard Paling Consulting Limited. The information provides some interesting insights, for example: between 

2001 and 2013 there was an overall increase in commuting of 23%, and an increase in public transport use of 

50%. For more information and to read the whole report, please visit the MoT website at 

http://www.transport.govt.nz/news/multi/journey-to-work-patterns-in-the-auckland-region/  

 

 

Civil Aviation Act and Airport Authorities Act Reviews 

Also on the Ministry of Transport’s website is the consultation document regarding the review of the Civil Aviation Act (CAA) and Airport 

Authorities Act.  

The Civil Aviation Act 1990 establishes the framework for civil aviation safety, security and economic regulation in New Zealand, and 
ensures that New Zealand obligations under international civil aviation agreements are implemented. The Airport Authorities Act 1966 
confers a range of functions and powers to airport authorities to establish and operate airports. 

The Acts are being reviewed to ensure they are fit for purpose. Significant changes have taken place within the public sector and 

throughout the aviation environment during the Acts’ life spans. The public consultation is running from 1 August 2014 – 31 October 

2014, and feedback received will inform advice provided to the Government on potential changes to both Acts.  

For more information on the review, or to make a submission, please visit the MoT website at: http://www.transport.govt.nz/air/caa-

act1990-aa-act1966-review-consultation/ 

http://www.transport.govt.nz/ourwork/intelligenttransportsystems/itsystems-technology-action-plan/
http://www.transport.govt.nz/news/multi/journey-to-work-patterns-in-the-auckland-region/
http://www.transport.govt.nz/air/caa-act1990-aa-act1966-review-consultation/
http://www.transport.govt.nz/air/caa-act1990-aa-act1966-review-consultation/
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New Productivity Commission enquiry: using land for housing 

The Government has asked the Productivity Commission to investigate ways to improve the way local authorities regulate to make land 

available for housing. 

In 2012 the Productivity Commission completed an inquiry into housing affordability. This new inquiry will build on the 2012 inquiry, 

focusing on improving the supply and development capacity of land for housing in New Zealand cities, especially in areas of high 

population growth.  

The Commission has been asked to examine and compare the rules and processes of local government to identify leading practices in 

planning and taking decisions about making land available for housing, and providing for necessary infrastructure. It has also been 

asked to look at models adopted by cities overseas that might provide valuable lessons for New Zealand. 

The Commission will begin the inquiry with the publication of an "issues paper" that will outline its proposed approach to this inquiry, 

the context for the inquiry, and a preliminary list of key questions to be addressed. The issues paper will seek submissions from all 

interested parties and be accompanied by consultation to gather a wide range of views and experience. The Commission’s final report 

to the Government is due on 30 September 2015. 

Further information and the terms of reference for the enquiry are available on the New Zealand Productivity Commission website at:  

http://www.productivity.govt.nz/inquiry-content/2060?stage=1  

 

 

 

 

Upcoming events 

 Great Irrigation Challenge, Irrigation NZ and Aqualinc, Ashburton, 2-3 October http://irrigationnz.co.nz/  

 NAMS Advanced Asset Management Forum, Auckland, 21-22 October http://www.nams.org.nz/  

 The New Zealand Transport Fuels Summit, Auckland, 29-30 October http://www.fuels.co.nz/  

 The Internet of Things, Auckland, 19 November  http://www.conferenz.co.nz/conferences/internet-things  

 Auckland Transport Summit, Auckland, 20-21 November, http://www.conferenz.co.nz/conferences/2014-auckland-transport-summit 

 National infrastructure Advisory Board, Wellington, 26 November 

2015 

 Freshwater Management and Infrastructure Forum, Wellington, 18-19 February 

http://www.conferenz.co.nz/conferences/freshwater-management-infrastructure-2015  

 Downstream, Energy Conference, Auckland, 4-5 March http://www.nzdownstream.co.nz/  

 Water New Zealand’s Asia Pacific Stormwater Conference, Auckland, 20-22 May http://www.stormwaterconference.org.nz/  

 Local Government New Zealand annual conference, Rotorua, 19 – 21 July http://www.lgnz.co.nz/home/events/  

 Water New Zealand annual conference and expo, Rotorua, 23-25 September http://www.waternz.org.nz/ 

http://www.productivity.govt.nz/inquiry-content/2060?stage=1
http://irrigationnz.co.nz/
http://www.nams.org.nz/
http://www.fuels.co.nz/
http://www.conferenz.co.nz/conferences/internet-things
http://www.conferenz.co.nz/conferences/2014-auckland-transport-summit
http://www.conferenz.co.nz/conferences/freshwater-management-infrastructure-2015
http://www.nzdownstream.co.nz/
http://www.stormwaterconference.org.nz/
http://www.lgnz.co.nz/home/events/
http://www.waternz.org.nz/

