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Key to sections of the Official Information Act 1982 under which information has been 
withheld. 

Certain information in this document has been withheld under one or more of the 
following sections of the Official Information Act, as applicable: 

[1] 9(2)(a) - to protect the privacy of natural persons, including deceased people 
  
[2] 9(2)(f)(iv) - to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting the 

confidentiality of advice tendered by ministers and officials  
 
[3] 9(2)(g)(i) - to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and 

frank expression of opinions 
 
[4] 9(2)(b)(ii) - to protect  the commercial position of the person who supplied the 

information or who is the subject of the information 
 
[5] 9(2)(k) - to prevent the disclosure of official information for improper gain or 

improper advantage 
 
[6] 9(2)(j) - to enable the Crown to negotiate without disadvantage or prejudice 
 
[7] 6(a) - to prevent prejudice to the security or defence of New Zealand or the 

international relations of the government 
 
[8] 9(2)(h) - to maintain legal professional privilege 
 
[9] 6(c) - to prevent prejudice to the maintenance of the law, including the 

prevention, investigation, and detection of offences, and the right to a fair trial 
 
[10] 9(2)(d) - to avoid prejudice to the substantial economic interests of New 

Zealand 
 
[11] 9(2)(i) - to enable the Crown to carry out commercial activities without 

disadvantage or prejudice. 

Where information has been withheld, a numbered reference to the applicable section 
of the Official Information Act has been made, as listed above. For example, an [8] 
appearing where information has been withheld in a release document refers to section 
9(2)(h). 

In preparing this Information Release, the Treasury has considered the public interest 
considerations in section 9(1) of the Official Information Act. 



Date: 8 April 2011 

THE TREASURY 

To: Minister of Finance 
Kaitohutohu Kaupapa Rawa 

AIDE MEMOIRE: PAPER FOR CABINET MONDAY 11 APRIL - COMMUNITY 
RESPONSE FUND EXTENSION 

Purpose 

We understand that the Minister for Social Development and Employment is intending 
to take a paper directly to Cabinet on Monday 11 April entitled Community Response 
Fund Extension. This Aide Memoire provides Treasury's advice on the paper. 

Community Response Fund Extension 

The paper proposes extending the Community Response Fund set up in 2009 to 
respond to recession-related funding or demand pressures faced by NGOs. The 
extension involves reprioritisation of $25 million from the Community Response 
Model's Quality Services and Innovation Fund and from within the Non-departmental 
Output Expense appropriation Strong Families: 

• $4.429 million in funding is from underspends in 201 0/11; 
• $6.323 million is from reprioritisation in 2011/12; and 
• $14.248 million is from funding brought forward from 2012/13 and 2013/14. 

Three draw-downs from the fund over 2011/12 are proposed with Cabinet agreement 
to the amount drawn-down required. 

Treasury Comment 

Treasury has had limited time to consider the paper. Treasury has concerns about the 
proposal, which centre around its consistency with the approach taken to the rest of the 
Social Development Budget package. 

1 . The rationale for extending the Community Response Fund is that the effects of 
the recession are likely to be felt through 2011 , that CPI funding for NGOs ends 
in 201 0/11 and that the Canterbury earthquake may reduce philanthropic 
funding for other NGOs. - -· -· 

o Funding from the existing Community Response Fund contingency was 
reprioritised as part of Budget 2011 for NGOs in Canterbury to respond 
to the earthquake. 
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2. The existing Community Response Fund contingency was likely to be 
underspent by approximately $32 million when it expires on 30 June 2011.  As 
a matter of course this underspend would return to the centre, but as part of the 
Budget the underspend is being used to fund Limited Services Volunteers and 
Canterbury Social Support.  This information is not included in the paper and it 
is unclear why the underspend was reprioritised for use in other areas if more 
funding for NGO services was required. 
 

3. In Treasury’s view the focus for NGO funding should be on supporting efficient 
and effective NGO providers.  Treasury is unclear how the proposed extension 
to the Community Response Fund will support efficient NGOs.  You may wish 
to ask the Minister for Social Development and Employment what mechanisms 
will be put in place to ensure quality of spend. 

 
4. The $4.429 million 2010/11 underspend from the Community Response model 

would, as a matter of course, return to the centre at the end of 2010/11.   
 
We recommend that you do not support the extension of the Community Response 
Fund.  However, if Ministers wish to extend the Community Response Fund to 
2011/12, we recommend that you do not support the use of $4.429 million in 2010/11 
underspends and ask the Minister for Social Development and Employment to fund the 
proposal from reprioritisation in 2011/12 and outyears. 
 
                     Workforce Attachment and Skills,          
Ben McBride, Acting Manager, Workforce Attachment and Skills,          
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