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Key to sections of the Official Information Act 1982 under which information has been 
withheld. 

Certain information in this document has been withheld under one or more of the 
following sections of the Official Information Act, as applicable: 

[1] 9(2)(a) - to protect the privacy of natural persons, including deceased people 
  
[2] 9(2)(f)(iv) - to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting the 

confidentiality of advice tendered by ministers and officials  
 
[3] 9(2)(g)(i) - to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and 

frank expression of opinions 
 
[4] 9(2)(b)(ii) - to protect  the commercial position of the person who supplied the 

information or who is the subject of the information 
 
[5] 9(2)(k) - to prevent the disclosure of official information for improper gain or 

improper advantage 
 
[6] 9(2)(j) - to enable the Crown to negotiate without disadvantage or prejudice 
 
[7] 6(a) - to prevent prejudice to the security or defence of New Zealand or the 

international relations of the government 
 
[8] 9(2)(h) - to maintain legal professional privilege 
 
[9] 6(c) - to prevent prejudice to the maintenance of the law, including the 

prevention, investigation, and detection of offences, and the right to a fair trial 
 
[10] 9(2)(d) - to avoid prejudice to the substantial economic interests of New 

Zealand 
 
[11] 9(2)(i) - to enable the Crown to carry out commercial activities without 

disadvantage or prejudice. 

Where information has been withheld, a numbered reference to the applicable section 
of the Official Information Act has been made, as listed above. For example, an [8] 
appearing where information has been withheld in a release document refers to section 
9(2)(h). 

In preparing this Information Release, the Treasury has considered the public interest 
considerations in section 9(1) of the Official Information Act. 



Office of Hon Kate Wilkinson 

2 DEC 2010 

Minister of Conservation 

Minister of Labour 

Minister for Food Safety 

Hon Bill English 
Minister of Finance 
Executive Wing 
Parliament Buildings 
Wellington 

Dear Minister 

Associate Minister of Immigration 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RE VOTE CONSERVATION BUDGET PLAN -
ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO THE PIKE RIVER MINE TRAGEDY 

I am writing to advise you of a new Budget cost pressure relevant to Vote 
Conservation which has arisen since the budget plan was submitted to you on 29 
November 2010. 

A Royal Commission of Inquiry into the Pike River Mine Tragedy was announced by 
the Prime Minister on Monday 29 November 2010 (Cab Min (10) 43/18 refers), 
subsequent to the Budget Plan being submitted to your office. 

The Cabinet minute noted that the inquiries will have cost implications for those 
agencies involved which may need to be addressed as part of Budget 2011. The 
Pike River mine is located on public conservation land and the Department is the 
government agency responsible for managing the land, so it is likely that it will be 
heavily involved in the inquiry. 

The draft terms of reference for the Royal Commission (Cab Min (10) 43/18 refers) 
cover matters that require legal representation for the Department of Conservation, 
including: 

1. The Royal Commission will inquire into and report (making any 
recommendations it thinks fit) on: 

1.5 The administration and implementation (including resourcing) of any 
relevant legislation, regulations, and their associated systems and 
processes in relation to the mine and the land in which it is situated, 
including the interaction between other regulatory requirements (such 
as environmental and conservation) and health and safety 

2. The Royal Commission may also make recommendations: 

2.2 

2.4 

If it is or seems unlikely that the mine will be re-opened, what ought to 
be done to ensure the safety of the mine and the surrounding area; 
Whether any changes or additions should be made to relevant law, f 
systems, processes, practices and procedures. 
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The Department is presently working through a process to identify the necessary 
level of legal representation and staff involvement in the inquiry. The Department is 
unable to estimate the likely costs at this time but is of the view that these may be 
substantial. As a result, the Department will be looking to recover costs in the 2011 
budget process. 

Yours sincerely 

Hon Kate Wilkinson 
Minister of Conservation 


