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Key to sections of the Official Information Act 1982 under which information has been withheld. 

Certain information in this document has been withheld under one or more of the following sections of the Official 
Information Act, as applicable: 

 

[1] to prevent prejudice to the security or defence of New Zealand or the international relations of the 
government 

6(a) 

[2] to avoid prejudice the entrusting of information to the Government of New Zealand on a basis of 
confidence by the Government of any other country or any agency of such a Government 

6(b)(i) 

[4] to prevent prejudice to the maintenance of the law, including the prevention, investigation, and 
detection of offences, and the right to a fair trial 

6(c) 

[11] to damage seriously the economy of New Zealand by disclosing prematurely decisions to change 
or continue government economic or financial policies relating to the entering into of overseas trade 
agreements. 

6(e)(vi) 

[23] to protect the privacy of natural persons, including deceased people 9(2)(a) 

[25] to protect  the commercial position of the person who supplied the information or who is the subject 
of the information 

9(2)(b)(ii) 

[26] to prevent prejudice to the supply of similar information, or information from the same source, and 
it is in the public interest that such information should continue to be supplied 

9(2)(ba)(i) 

[27] to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which any person has been 
or could be compelled to provide under the authority of any enactment, where the making available 
of the information - would be likely otherwise to damage the public interest 

9(2)(ba)(ii) 

[29] to avoid prejudice to the substantial economic interests of New Zealand 9(2)(d) 

[31] to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting collective and individual ministerial 
responsibility 

9(2)(f)(ii) 

[33] to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting the confidentiality of advice tendered 
by ministers and officials 

9(2)(f)(iv) 

[34] to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank expression of opinions 9(2)(g)(i) 

[36] to maintain legal professional privilege 9(2)(h) 

[37] to enable the Crown to carry out commercial activities without disadvantages or prejudice 9(2)(i) 

[38] to enable the Crown to negotiate without disadvantage or prejudice 9(2)(j) 

[39] to prevent the disclosure of official information for improper gain or improper advantage 9(2)(k) 

[40] not in scope   

[41] that the making available of the information requested would be contrary to the provisions of a 
specified enactment 

18(c)(i) 

[42] information is already publicly available or will be publicly available soon 18(d) 

 

In preparing this Information Release, the Treasury has considered the public interest considerations in section 9(1) and 
section 18 of the Official Information Act. 



 
  

 

 
 
 

BRIEFING 
Establishment of Provincial Growth Fund Multi-Category 
Appropriation 
Date: 12 February 2018  Priority: High 

Security 
classification: 

In Confidence Tracking 
number: 

2007 17-18 

 
Action sought 
 Action sought Deadline
Hon Grant Robertson 
Minister of Finance 

Approve the establishment of a multi-category 
appropriation for the operation of the Tuawhenua 
Provincial Growth Fund. 
Agree to establish two new categories for 
Regional Economic Development policy advice 
and related services 

13 February 
2018 

Hon David Parker 
Minister for Economic 
Development 

Agree to establish two new categories for the 
Regional Economic Development policy advice 
and related services in the Vote Business, Science 
and Innovation multi-category appropriation Policy 
Advice and Related Outputs 

Hon Shane Jones 
Minister for Regional 
Economic Development 

Note you will be taking a paper to Cabinet on 
Operational Design of the Tuawhenua Provincial 
Growth Fund. 
Agree to the appropriation structure proposed for 
the Fund and associated policy advice and 
ministerial support.  

 

Contact for telephone discussion (if required) 
Name Position Telephone 1st contact 

Iain Southall Policy Director, Tourism, 
Sectors, Regions and Cities  

Simon Litten Financial Accountant – Group 
Reporting, External Reporting  

Minister’s office to complete:  Approved  Declined 

  Noted  Needs change 

  Seen  Overtaken by Events 

  See Minister’s Notes  Withdrawn 
Comments 

[39]

[39]

[23]

[23]



 
  

 

BRIEFING 
Establishment of Provincial Growth Fund Multi-Category 
Appropriation 
Date: 12 February 2018 Priority: High 

Security 
classification: 

In Confidence Tracking 
number: 

2007 17-18 

Purpose 
To establish a multi-category appropriation (MCA) in Vote Business, Science and Innovation for 
the Tuawhenua Provincial Growth Fund; and to create new categories in the Vote Business, 
Science and Innovation MCA Policy Advice and Related Outputs MCA for providing policy advice 
to the Minister of Regional Economic Development, especially in respect of the Tuawhenua 
Provincial Growth Fund. These decisions need to be made before Cabinet agrees on 
recommendations in the paper Operational Design of the Tuawhenua Provincial Growth Fund 
(being considered by the Cabinet Economic Development Committee on Wednesday 14 
February). 

Background 
1. On 14 February 2018, the Cabinet Economic Development Committee will be considering 

the paper Operational Design of the Tuawhenua Provincial Growth Fund. Among other 
things, the paper will be seeking funding for investment-ready projects that can be initiated 
ahead of the 2018 Budget (which will count against the $3 billion for the Provincial Growth 
Fund in 2018/19, 2019/20 and 2020/21). 

2. Discussions between the Treasury and the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment 
have determined that the least administratively burdensome appropriation structure for the 
Provincial Growth Fund, for Ministers and departments, is a multi-category appropriation 
(MCA). Section 7B of the Public Finance Act 1989 limits approval of an MCA to the Minister 
of Finance. This briefing seeks that approval, ahead of Cabinet considering the Provincial 
Growth Fund paper (which currently has a recommendation noting that this change has been 
approved). 

3. Separately, the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment is gearing up to provide 
significant policy advice and associated ministerial support for the Regional Economic 
development portfolio, especially in respect of the Tuawhenua Provincial Growth Fund. The 
Ministry is seeking to establish two new categories in its Vote Business, Science and 
Innovation Policy Advice and Related Outputs MCA in order to avoid doubt as to whether the 
provision of that advice is outside the scope of the current categories in that MCA. 

4. This MCA is the responsibility of the Minister for Economic Development and provides policy 
advice and ministerial servicing to several separately identified portfolios. 

5. The categories to be established are: Policy Advice – Regional Economic Development and 
Related Services to Ministers – Regional Economic Development.  

6. The Provincial Growth Fund Cabinet paper seeks some funding decisions in respect of 
2017/18 (to support the development of the Fund and the ongoing approval of projects that 
are consistent with the Fund’s objectives and criteria). The Fund’s appropriations will be fully 



 
  

 

established through the Budget 2018 process. 

Recommended action  
The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment recommends that the Minister of Finance 
and the Minister for Regional Economic Development:  

a Approve the establishment of a new multi-category appropriation “Regional Economic 
Development: Provincial Growth Fund MCA” in Vote Business, Science and Innovation, to be 
administered by the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment and with the Minister for 
Regional Economic Development as appropriation Minister, to raise productivity potential in the 
regions. 

Approve / Decline 

b Agree that the single overarching purpose of this appropriation is to achieve the outcome of a 
lift in the productivity potential in the regions. 

Approve / Decline 

 

c Agree that the categories for this appropriation be as follows: 

Name Type Scope 
Regional Projects and 
Capability 

Non-departmental Other 
Expense 

This category is limited to supporting 
regional development through 
economic development projects and 
feasibility studies for potential 
projects, and initiatives to build skills, 
capability and capacity in regions. 

Enabling Sector 
Investments 

Non-departmental Other 
Expense 

This category is limited to projects 
that are expected to make a 
significant contribution to a region’s 
future growth potential in areas of 
comparative, or potential 
comparative, advantage. 

Sector Investments Non-departmental Capital This category is limited to capital 
projects that are expected to make a 
significant contribution to a region’s 
future growth potential in areas of 
comparative, or potential 
comparative, advantage. 

Enabling Infrastructure 
Projects 

Non-departmental Other 
Expense 

This category is limited to 
infrastructure projects that enable 
regions to be well connected from an 
economic and social perspective. 

Infrastructure Projects Non-departmental Capital This category is limited to 
infrastructure capital projects that 
enable regions to be well connected 
from an economic and social 
perspective. 

 
     Approve / Decline 

 



 
  

 

The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment recommends that the Minister of Finance,  
Minister for Economic Development and Minister for Regional Economic Development:  

d Agree to add the following categories to the Vote Business, Science and Innovation multi-
category appropriation “Policy Advice and Related Outputs”, to enable the provision of policy 
advice and related services to the Minister for Regional Economic Development: 

Name Type Scope 
Policy Advice – Regional 
Economic Development 

Departmental Output 
Expense 

This category is limited to the 
provision of advice (including 
evaluation, second opinion advice 
and contributions to policy advice led 
by other agencies) to support 
decision making by Ministers on 
government policy matters relating to 
regional economic development. 

Related Services to 
Ministers – Regional 
Economic Development 

Departmental Output 
Expense 

This category is limited to the 
provision of services to Ministers to 
enable them to discharge their 
portfolio (other than decision-making) 
responsibilities on matters relating to 
regional economic development. 

 
Approve / Decline 

 
 
 
 
Iain Southall Hon Shane Jones 
Policy Director Minister for Regional Economic  
Tourism, Sectors, Regions and Cities Development 
Labour, Science and Enterprise, MBIE  ..... / ...... / ...... 
..... / ...... / ...... 
 
 
 
 
Hon David Parker 
Minister for Economic Development 
..... / ...... / ......             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Hon Grant Robertson 
Minister of Finance 
 
..... / ...... / ...... 
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