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Key to sections of the Official Information Act 1982 under which information has been withheld. 

Certain information in this document has been withheld under one or more of the following sections of the Official 
Information Act, as applicable: 

 

[1] to prevent prejudice to the security or defence of New Zealand or the international relations of the 
government 

6(a) 

[2] to avoid prejudice the entrusting of information to the Government of New Zealand on a basis of 
confidence by the Government of any other country or any agency of such a Government 

6(b)(i) 

[4] to prevent prejudice to the maintenance of the law, including the prevention, investigation, and 
detection of offences, and the right to a fair trial 

6(c) 

[11] to damage seriously the economy of New Zealand by disclosing prematurely decisions to change 
or continue government economic or financial policies relating to the entering into of overseas trade 
agreements. 

6(e)(vi) 

[23] to protect the privacy of natural persons, including deceased people 9(2)(a) 

[25] to protect  the commercial position of the person who supplied the information or who is the subject 
of the information 

9(2)(b)(ii) 

[26] to prevent prejudice to the supply of similar information, or information from the same source, and 
it is in the public interest that such information should continue to be supplied 

9(2)(ba)(i) 

[27] to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which any person has been 
or could be compelled to provide under the authority of any enactment, where the making available 
of the information - would be likely otherwise to damage the public interest 

9(2)(ba)(ii) 

[29] to avoid prejudice to the substantial economic interests of New Zealand 9(2)(d) 

[31] to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting collective and individual ministerial 
responsibility 

9(2)(f)(ii) 

[33] to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting the confidentiality of advice tendered 
by ministers and officials 

9(2)(f)(iv) 

[34] to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank expression of opinions 9(2)(g)(i) 

[36] to maintain legal professional privilege 9(2)(h) 

[37] to enable the Crown to carry out commercial activities without disadvantages or prejudice 9(2)(i) 

[38] to enable the Crown to negotiate without disadvantage or prejudice 9(2)(j) 

[39] to prevent the disclosure of official information for improper gain or improper advantage 9(2)(k) 

[40] not in scope   

[41] that the making available of the information requested would be contrary to the provisions of a 
specified enactment 

18(c)(i) 

[42] information is already publicly available or will be publicly available soon 18(d) 

 

In preparing this Information Release, the Treasury has considered the public interest considerations in section 9(1) and 
section 18 of the Official Information Act. 
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From: Rachelle Earwaker [TSY]
Sent: Thursday, 29 March 2018 3:12 PM
To: 'Tamsin Royson'; ^Parliament: Craig Renney
Cc: @Budget Team; Hamish Slack [TSY]; Natalie Labuschagne [TSY]; Erwin Ricketts [TSY]
Subject: Primary Sector Futures initiative

 
Hi Tamsin  
 
Here is the info from the Vote team on the Primary Sector Futures initiative:  
 
Detail of the funding sought 
This bid is made up of 5 components. We understand that Minister Shaw is particularly interested in only one component of the bid (increasing the size of MPI’s existing Sustainable Farming Fund). This advice focuses solely on that aspect. The total 
amount sought for this component was $45.057m over the forecast period.  
 
The Sustainable Farming Fund currently pays out around $7m per year – the bid seeks to increase that to around $20m per year, and also to establish a separate Maori Agribusiness Fund that would pay out $2m per year. The Maori Agribusiness Fund 
has been proposed due to concerns that Maori agribusinesses are not getting adequate access to investment support.  
 
Applications to the Fund are assessed by an independent panel, who assess applications against 8 criteria: 

1. Contribution to economic, social and environmental sustainability 
2. Significance of the problem or opportunity 
3. Community of interest commitment 
4. Ability to deliver 
5. Adoption and Extension Planning 
6. Risk 
7. Value for money 
8. Innovation. 

 
Scaling options 
Since this bid is to increase the amount an existing fund has available to distribute, it can be scaled to any level. In the Vote Team assessment of this initiative, it was noted that the amount sought amounted to a 3-fold increase in the size of the fund. 
The Vote Team supported a more modest increase in the size of the Fund – so the total amount available to distribute would be scaled-up over time until it reached $12m per year (in total across the Sustainable Farming Fund and the Maori 
Agribusiness sub-fund, if Ministers decided to establish the sub-fund). A further expansion of the fund could be considered in a later Budget once it has been reviewed (and assuming the conclusion of that review is that the expanded fund continues 
to represent high value-for-money and that the projects it funds continue to deliver on the Government’s objectives).  
 
This scaled version had a total cost over the forecast period of $15.019m.  
 
Link to the PGF 
This initiative was discussed at the meeting between Minister Robertson and Minister Jones on the PGF. It was agreed that the initiative would be removed from the Budget process, and that MPI would be invited to submit the initiative for 
consideration by the PGF. We note that there are competing priorities for PGF funding, so there is no guarantee that PGF funding would be agreed to for this initiative.  
 
Please let me know if you need anything further.  
 
Thanks 
Rachelle  
 
 
Rachelle Earwaker | Analyst – Budget Coordination | The Treasury 

    
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 
The information in this email is confidential to the Treasury, intended only for the addressee(s), and may also be legally privileged. If you are not an intended addressee: 
a. please immediately delete this email and notify the Treasury by return email or telephone (64 4 472 2733); 
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b. any use, dissemination or copying of this email is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.  
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