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12 June 2018 
 
 

Thank you for your Official Information Act request, received on 10 May 2018.  Your 
request and our answers follow. 
 
1. Can you please tell me why we have only been provided with only two 

registrations this year? In previous years we have always had three. Is it 
influenced by the change in Government?   

 
Our decisions on who to invite to the lock-up were based on the logistical 
constraints of the venue and the criteria as set out in our initial email, namely that 
priority is given to “national and international media organisations, and economic 
and financial analysts attached to either financial institutions or national 
organisations that provide relevant specialist advisory services” (see the 
Appendix). 

 
We consider the lock-up to be fully subscribed with 150 attendees, with a small 
margin available above that number. Our records show that 155 attended on the 
day, plus seven camera crew who did not require seating.  

 
2.  Have more organisations requested attendance?  If so who?  Please provide us 

with a list of organisations and numbers of seats requested last year, and this, 
and the number of seats provided to each organisation.  We wish to compare 
them – to check that other organisations have also had their numbers reduced. 

 
For the Budget 2018 lock-up, we declined outright requests from eight people 
representing seven organisations: a trade union, a city council, two central-
government entities, two interest groups and a parliamentary office.  
 
In addition, we scaled back requests from three interest groups: your organisation 
was invited to send two, compared with the five you requested; another group 
was invited to send two after requesting four; a third group was invited to send 
one after requesting two. 
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We trust that is sufficient information to answer your query.  
 
We decline to provide two years’ worth of lists of requests and invitations. Withholding 
that information is necessary to protect the privacy of the individuals concerned 
(section 9(2)(a) of the Official Information Act) and because of the substantial collation 
and research that would be required (section 18(f)).  
 
In any case, precedent is not one of the criteria for our invitations, and we did not refer 
to information about previous years’ attendees in making our decisions this year.  
 
In making my decisions, I have considered the public interest as set out in section 9(1) 
of the Act. 
 
Please note that this letter (with your personal details removed) and enclosed 
documents may be published on the Treasury website. 
 
You have the right to ask the Ombudsman to investigate and review my decisions.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Kamlesh Patel 
Acting Manager - Fiscal and State Sector Management 
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Appendix: Extract of email inviting expressions of interest in attending the 
Budget 2018 lock-up (sent 11 April 2018) 

 

Subject: Registrations open to attend Budget 2018 Lock-up 
 

Budget 2018 will be published on Thursday 17 May. Journalists and analysts are 
invited to register their interest to attend a briefing under lock-up conditions. 

What:            Embargoed briefing, under lock-up conditions, for Budget 2018. 
Where:          The Banquet Hall, Parliament, Wellington. 
When:           10:30am to 2.00pm on Thursday 17 May 2018.  
 
Access will be available to the Banquet Hall from 10.00am. 
 
The Minister of Finance will attend the Budget Lock-up briefing. Documents will be 
available from 10.30am and Treasury officials will be available to answer technical 
questions arising from the Budget documents. 
 
As in previous years, priority for seats at the Lock-up briefing will be given to: 

• national and international media organisations, and  

• economic and financial analysts attached to either financial institutions or national 
organisations that provide relevant specialist advisory services. 

 
How to register 
 
Please email budgetlockup@treasury.govt.nz by 5.00pm Thursday 26 April 2018 
with the names of those who would like to attend. Please indicate if any camera crew 
will be attending.  By submitting a registration, you agree to the terms and conditions 
of the Budget Lock-up below. 
 
Numbers are restricted by health and safety regulations and by the available space, 
so if you wish to attend, you must register. We make efforts to accommodate 
everyone; however, the number of people attending from any one organisation may 
be limited and some registrations may be declined.  

 


