
 

 

Reference: 20180344 
 
 
5 October 2018 
 
 

 
Dear  
 
Thank you for your Official Information Act request, received on 24 August 2018.  You 
requested the following: 
 

“Could I also please have a copy of any documents or emails provided to any 
Minister, Ministers’ office or other government department by Treasury that 
contain information or advice in relation to where in New Zealand forest may be 
planted under government forest planting policies or as a result of government 
climate change policies, if such documents and emails exist. 
  
Could I also please have a copy of any documents or emails provided to any 
Minister or Ministers’ office or other government department that contain 
information or advice in relation to the feasibility of planting large amounts of New 
Zealand in forest either as part of a government forest planting programme or to 
support the achievement of government greenhouse gas emissions reduction 
targets, if such documents and emails exist. 
 
Could I also please have a copy of any analysis, research, excel workbooks, 
either received or produced by Treasury, that contains information on the 
economic impacts (including job creation or destruction) of shifting land use into 
forest. 
 
Could I also please have a copy of any documents or emails provided to any 
Minister, Minister’s office or other government department that contains 
information on the economic impacts (including job creation or destruction) of 
shifting land use into forestry.  
 
Could I have please a copy of information provided to any Minister, Minister’s 
office or other government department that considers policy options for driving 
large levels of land use conversion into forestry, including as a part of a Billion 
Trees Programme or as part of a policy to reduce New Zealand’s net greenhouse 
gas emissions.  
 
To narrow the scope, please include material since October 2017 only.”  
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On 10 September 2018 I wrote to you to extend the time limit for deciding on your 
request by an additional 10 working days, due to the consultations needed.  
 
On 14 September, you agreed to narrow the scope to only documents produced by the 
Treasury.  
 
Information Being Released 

Please find enclosed the following documents: 
 

Item Date Document Description Decision 

1.  14 May 2018 Aide Memoire: Advice on the 
Native Forest Bond Scheme 
Proposal 

Release in part 

2.  18 June 2018 Emails: Zero Carbon Bill Media 
Briefing 

Release in part 

 
I have decided to release the relevant parts of the documents listed above, subject to 
information being withheld under one or more of the following sections of the Official 
Information Act, as applicable: 
 
• text under section 9(2)(f)(iv) – to maintain the constitutional convention protecting 

the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers and officials, 

• names and contact details of junior officials and certain sensitive advice, under 
section 9(2)(g)(i) – to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the 
free and frank expression of opinions, 

• direct dial phone numbers of officials, under section 9(2)(k) – to prevent the 
disclosure of information for improper gain or improper advantage. 

 

Some information has been redacted because it is not covered by the scope of your 
request.  This is because the documents include matters outside your specific request. 

 
Direct dial phone numbers of officials have been redacted under section 9(2)(k) in 
order to reduce the possibility of staff being exposed to phishing and other scams.  This 
is because information released under the OIA may end up in the public domain, for 
example, on websites including Treasury’s website. 
 
Information to be Withheld 

There is additional information covered by your request that I have decided to withhold 
in full under the following section of the Official Information Act: 
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• advice still under consideration, section 9(2)(f)(iv) – to maintain the current 
constitutional conventions protecting the confidentiality of advice tendered by 
Ministers and officials, and 

 
In making my decision, I have considered the public interest considerations in section 
9(1) of the Official Information Act.  
 
Please note that this letter (with your personal details removed) and enclosed 
documents may be published on the Treasury website. 
 
This reply addresses the information you requested.  You have the right to ask the 
Ombudsman to investigate and review my decision.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Natalie Labuschagne 
Policy Manager, Transition and Regional Economic Development  
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From: Daniel Lawrey [TSY]
Sent: Monday, 18 June 2018 4:56 PM
To: Bryan Chapple [TSY]
Cc: Natalie Deans [TSY]; Lindy Fursman [TSY]; Natalie Labuschagne [TSY]; Grace 

Campbell-Macdonald [TSY]
Subject: Zero Carbon Bill media briefing: background material
Attachments:

[IN-CONFIDENCE] 
 
Hi Bryan, 
 

 
This email provides material for the media briefing at 12:30pm tomorrow (19 June) on Zero Carbon Bill Economic 
Analysis.  Attached are relevant documents.  The email below also includes relevant language from the discussion 
document and synthesis report to reflect the discussions between Treasury and MfE.  
 

 

Material not covered by your request
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Language in the discussion document and synthesis report reflecting discussions between the Treasury and MfE 

• A strong economy will require innovation and a lot of trees. For the strongest target we have assessed, net 
zero emissions, our modelling suggests that new forest planting could need to cover as much as 10 per cent 
of New Zealand’s land area. Emissions prices could be higher and growth rates lower if we do not plant 
enough trees or continue to innovate, or the impacts could be milder if we plant more trees or innovate 
faster.  

Material not covered by your request

Material not covered by your request
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Kind regards, 
 
Daniel 
 
Daniel Lawrey | Senior Analyst, Natural Resources | The Treasury 

| daniel.lawrey@treasury.govt.nz 
 

Material not covered by your request
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