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Information Withheld 
Some information in this document has been withheld under one or more of the sections of the Official Information Act 1982.  

Key to sections of the Official Information Act 1982 under which information has been 
withheld: 
Good reasons for withholding the information exist, as the making available of that information would be likely 
to: 

[1] prejudice the security or defence of New Zealand or the international relations of the Government 
of New Zealand 

6(a) 

[4] prejudice the maintenance of the law, including the prevention, investigation, and detection of 
offences, and the right to a fair trial 

6(c) 

[23] damage seriously the economy of New Zealand by disclosing prematurely decisions to change or 
continue government economic or financial policies relating to the entering into of overseas trade 
agreements. 

6(e)(vi) 

Withholding the information is necessary for the following reasons and is not outweighed by other 
considerations, which make it desirable in the public interest to make it available: 

[25] to protect information where the making available of that information would be likely unreasonably 
to prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied or who is the subject of the 
information 

9(2)(b)(ii) 

[31] to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect collective and individual 
ministerial responsibility 

9(2)(f)(ii) 

[33] to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect the confidentiality of 
advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and officials 

9(2)(f)(iv) 

[34] to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank expression of opinions 
by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or members of an organisation or officers and 
employees of any department or organisation in the course of their duty 

9(2)(g)(i) 

[37] to enable a Minister of the Crown or any department or organisation holding the information to 
carry out, without prejudice or disadvantage, negotiations (including commercial or industrial 
negotiations) 

9(2)(i) 

[38] to enable a Minister of the Crown or any department or organisation holding the information to 
carry on, without prejudice or disadvantage, negotiations (including commercial or industrial 
negotiations) 

9(2)(j) 

[39] to prevent the disclosure or use of official information for improper gain or improper advantage 9(2)(k) 
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Cabinet  
 

Minute of Decision  

 
This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority. 

2019 Budget Package: Vote State Services 

On 15 April 2019, Cabinet: 
 

1  approved the Budget initiatives for the above Vote for inclusion in the 2019 Budget 

package, as listed in the summary below and detailed in the attached initiative documents; 

 

Summary of initiatives included in the attached initiative documents: 

Operating Initiatives (Impact on Operating Balance) 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

Initiative 

ID 

Initiative Name 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 & 

 Outyears 

11035 Leading New Zealand's Public 

Services to Deliver Transparent, 

Transformational and 

Compassionate Government 

- 3.000 3.000 2.000 - 

11334 An Effective and Timely Crown 

Response to the Royal 

Commission of Inquiry into 

Historical Abuse in Care 

- 0.200 - - - 

Total Operating - 3.200 3.000 2.000 - 

 

2  approved changes to appropriations to implement the initiatives, as set out in the attached 

initiative documents; 

3 approved the additional recommendations to give effect to the initiatives, as set out in the 

attached initiative documents; 

4  authorised the Minister of Finance and the Appropriation Minister to approve jointly any 

technical adjustments to baselines necessary to remove any errors or inconsistencies 

identified while finalising the 2018/19 Supplementary Estimates, the 2019/20 Estimates and 

the fiscal forecasts; 
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5  noted that all communications relating to the 2019 Budget are co-ordinated by a Budget 

communications committee, and that any requests for early announcement will need to have 

both the written approval of the Minister of Finance and sign-off from the Prime Minister's 

office. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Michael Webster 

Secretary of the Cabinet 
 

Hard-copy distribution: 
Prime Minister 

Deputy Prime Minister 

Minister of Finance 

Minister of State Services 
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   Initiative No: 11035 

Vote: State Services 

Title: Leading New Zealand's Public Services to Deliver Transparent, 

Transformational and Compassionate Government 

Description: This initiative will ensure that the State Services Commission has the capability 

and capacity to contribute to government priorities and the wellbeing domains, 

and to perform its statutory functions.  The Commission’s work underpins 

transparency and integrity, develops responsive, joined-up and agile public 

services, and helps develop the State as an exemplar employer.  The integrity and 

effectiveness of New Zealand’s public services contribute to public trust and 

therefore to New Zealand’s capacity for civic engagement and strengthened 

social connections.  Further, the Commission’s work in pay equity and 

gender/ethnic pay gaps contribute to the jobs and earnings wellbeing domain.  

These contribute to the government’s priority of transparent, transformational, 

and compassionate government. 

 

Appropriation Changes 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 & 

 Outyears 

Operating Balance Impact - 3.000 3.000 2.000 - 

Debt Impact - - - - - 

No Impact - - - - - 

Total - 3.000 3.000 2.000 - 

 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 & 

 Outyears 

Multi-Category Expenses and Capital 

Expenditure: 

     

Policy Advice and Leadership of the Public 

Sector (MCA) 

     

Departmental Output Expense:      

Leadership of the Public Management 

System  

(funded by revenue Crown) 

- 3.000 3.000 2.000 - 

Total Operating - 3.000 3.000 2.000 - 

 

6 invited the Minister of State Services to report to the Minister of Finance as part of the 2019 

October Baseline Update on how the above new time-limited funding increases are intended 

to be spent and what steps the State Services Commission is taking to ensure it will be able 

to manage within its existing baselines once these time-limited funding increases cease;  
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   Initiative No: 11334 

Vote: State Services 

Title: An Effective and Timely Crown Response to the Royal Commission of Inquiry 

into Historical Abuse in Care 

Description: This initiative aims to ensure the Crown can engage with the Royal Commission 

of Inquiry into Historical Abuse in Care in a full, timely and joined-up manner, 

to help the Royal Commission achieve its vision of “Transforming the way we, 

as a nation, care for children, young people and vulnerable adults in our 

communities”.  This will be done through providing funding for a cross-agency 

Secretariat to deliver a coordinated Crown approach, legal support for 

representation and procedural questions, and specialist support to agencies 

researching and compiling records for the Royal Commission and individuals 

affected by the Royal Commission.  It will be led by the Minister of State 

Services, with the Ministers of Health, Justice, Police, Social Development and 

the Minister for Children. 

 

Appropriation Changes 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 & 

 Outyears 

Operating Balance Impact - 0.200 - - - 

Debt Impact - - - - - 

No Impact - - - - - 

Total - 0.200 - - - 

 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 & 

 Outyears 

Multi-Category Expenses and Capital 

Expenditure: 

     

Policy Advice and Leadership of the Public 

Sector (MCA) 

     

Departmental Output Expense:      

Policy Advice 

(funded by revenue Crown) 

- 0.200 - - - 

Total Operating - 0.200 - - - 

 

7  noted that related new funding has also been provided through each of Vote Oranga 

Tamariki (Initiative 11630), Vote Health (Initiative 11575), Vote Courts (Initiative 11574), 

Vote Education (Initiative 11548) and Vote Internal Affairs (Initiative 11547). 
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