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Justice Sector Issues: FEC Briefing – 19 June 2019 
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Q. How much will the buy-back of prohibited firearms cost? 
 
A. The Budget allocated $150 million for the buy-back of prohibited firearms. However, there is 
inherent uncertainty in the estimated costs because, without a national firearms register, it is 
not possible to know the volume or type of firearms that are held in New Zealand.   

$150 million is in the mid-range of estimates prepared by NZ Police. The estimates were 
informed by the known number of MSSAs and estimated numbers of prohibited rifles and 
shotguns. The ranges for prohibited rifles and shotguns were based on estimated percentages 
of the 2016 estimate of the total number of firearms in New Zealand.  

The estimates also drew on average values for semi-automatic firearms, depending on type 
and condition.  

Subsequently, a price list for prohibited firearms has been developed, based on an 
independent assessment of value of firearm types, taking into account the condition of the 
items.  
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