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Arms Buyback Proactive Release: Cabinet Briefings  

Pre-Cab Briefing 25 March 2019 

Comments Fiscal implications Treasury 
Recommendation 

Arms Act 1983 Reforms – The Regulatory Framework – Paper 1 
Treasury contact:

This paper covers additional regulatory change relating to Arms Act. 

The paper:  

• seeks remaining policy decisions for the 
Arms Act Amendment Bill being 
considered under urgency, 

• seeks amendments to the Arms Act 
1983 to strengthen the firearms 
regulatory regime, and 

• signals further work on amendments to 
firearms regulation for consideration at 
Cabinet Committee on 10 April 2019. 

The regime changes to be considered 
under urgency include new offences to 
support the announced prohibition on 
military style semi-automatic weapons. 
The other regulatory regime decisions 
sought in the paper, and those to be sought 
in the 10 April paper, will form a second 
Arms Amendment Bill to be introduced in 
June and passed by December.  
Owing to time constraints, a Regulatory 
Impact Analysis has not been prepared, so 
a Supplementary Analysis Report will be 
required [T2019/838 refers]. 

Fiscal decisions are not sought 
in this paper. 
There will be financial 
implications from the regime 
changes but these are still being 
worked through – we have 
asked for an estimate of costs to 
be included in the final paper but 
we have yet to sight this. 
It will be necessary to consider 
whether the increased funding 
requirement from the regime 
changes are covered through 
licence fee increases or Crown 
funded. 
It is not yet clear what funding 
will be sought in Budget 2019, 
although funding is likely to be 
required for the immediate costs 
associated with the weapons 
ban. Given implementation of 
the new regime will not be until 
2020, most funding could be 
considered through the Budget 
2019 between-Budget 
contingency or Budget 2020.  
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