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Talking Points Related to the Proposed Buy-back Scheme for Semi-automatic 
Firearms 

As has been announced, Cabinet has agreed to ban all semi-automatic firearms, including 
Military Style Semi-Automatics, excluding: 

• semi-automatic rimfire 0.22 calibre or less rifles with a maximum 10-round magazine; and 

• semi-automatic and pump-action shotguns with a non-detachable, tubular magazine with 
a maximum of 5 rounds. 

In light of these changes to firearms regulation, Cabinet has agreed to put in place a buy-
back initiative for the newly banned semi-automatic weapons.  

Some of the details of the proposed buy-back scheme are still under development but in 
broad terms it will cover all the newly banned firearms lawfully held in private hands.   

The buy-back scheme will provide payment for the banned firearms only, and not related 
parts or accessories which will are also banned by the announced Arms Act changes. 

At this stage we are not expecting the buy-back scheme to cover businesses but will 
consider whether the buy-back scheme needs to be expanded as issues are worked 
through.  

There will be an exemption regime from the ban for legitimate business use and we expect 
that firearm retailers will have legitimate means of disposing of any stocks they hold, for 
example returning stocks to suppliers. 

The Government expects it will pay a fair and reasonable amount for the surrendered 
firearms, based on firearm type, average prices, and the age of firearms. Further work is 
being undertaken on the details of the payment regime.   

Police will manage the collection and destruction of the banned firearms and payments will 
be managed through a payment channel already used by an existing government agency.   

While it is likely to take one to two months for the payments regime for the buy-back scheme 
to be set-up, Police expect to have an online form available tomorrow for people to register 
the firearms they want to surrender, with collection being subsequently organised – this may 
involve a drop-off to Police stations or pick-ups from the holder’s premises.  

Police will provide further details on the registration, collection and payments arrangements 
as they become available.   

We expect the cost of the buy-back scheme to be in the range of $100 - $200 million. I 
expect the cost range to be narrowed as the payment regime is developed and estimates of 
firearms surrendered are refined. At this point there is significant uncertainty about the 
portion of firearms in circulation that are semi-automatic.  

 

 



Back-pocket responses if asked 

How will the Government fund the buy-back? 

The Government is still considering how to pay for the buy-back.  This includes looking into 
how the funding could fit into the current Budget process, including whether to reprioritise 
other funds, how this might align with ACC’s injury prevention work, and revenue raising 
options. 

Which Government agency will make the payments? 

Police are working through the details of which existing payment channel can be most 
efficiently used, and we’ll announce those details shortly.  Agencies such as MSD and IRD 
have existing payment channels that could be utilised.  Whichever channel is used, it will be 
for payments only as the police will handle firearm surrender and destruction. 

Note: IRD are reluctant to be named as the payment agency until they’ve informed their 
staff, as they’re concerned some staff may worry they’ll need to receive the guns. 

How will you make sure people who hold banned guns unlawfully don’t access the 
buy-back, such as by handing the guns to someone with a licence to hand back? 

People who hold banned guns can hand them in without fear of being charged under the 
amnesty, but only those who hold them lawfully can access the buy-back.  There may be 
some ability to get around this rule, but the objective here is to get the guns out of our 
communities and the combination of amnesty and buy-back is the best way to do that. 

 

 

 


