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From:
Sent: Friday, 5 April 2019 5:14 PM
To:
Cc:
Subject: RE: Buy-back decisions and further Ministerial calls

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
Kia ora
 
Thank you for sharing the read-out from the Ministerial teleconference on the buy-back scheme.  
 
We will continue to engage with Police on the outstanding details of the buy-back and we will let you know of any 
significant developments.  
 
We have seen a copy of the final MFAT paper on export controls for semi-automatic firearms. The paper is likely to 
be referred to Ministers with Power to Act, for their concurrence. We have no concerns with the proposals, 
although Ministers may wish to consider the coordination of communications relating to firearms policy – we note 
the paper seeks agreement to a public statement about new export controls.  
 
Should questions arise over the weekend,  will be available on his cell phone:  and 

(in cc) will also be picking up questions over email.  
 
Ngā mihi 
 

 
 
From:  
Sent: Friday, 5 April 2019 1:41 PM 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: Buy-back decisions and further Ministerial calls 
 
Hi 
 
There are some outstanding issues with the buy-back, which Ministers are continuing to discuss over the weekend. 
If you have further points you’d like to give to the MOF, I’ll be available by phone over the weekend. Please use my 
personal phone as my work phone has patchy reception where I live 
 
The MOF gave me a read-out from last night’s Ministerial call about the details of the buy-back scheme. 
 

- Agreement to include high-capacity magazines. I don’t know if they agreed to cap it at one magazine per 
firearm. 

 
- No agreement to include parts and accessories, with a request for more information about any subset of 

parts or accessories that offer a particular danger to the public that could be included. MOF’s sense was that 
Ministers were leaning towards including a limited subset of parts and accessories. 
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- No agreement to include compensation for businesses, with a request for more information about the 
number and type of businesses affected and likely impacts. MOF’s sense was that Ministers were leaning 
away from business compensation, but if it’s included, it would only be once they’ve made genuine efforts 
to return their stock to suppliers or resell it overseas. The MOF and I discussed that if business 
compensation is not included in the buy-back, businesses could always come back to the Govt for some kind 
of ex-gratia payment once they’ve made genuinely efforts to return or resell stock but are still left with 
stranded stock. The incentives to make genuine efforts may be greater if business compensation is not 
included in the buy-back. 
 

- The buy-back will run for six months from the announcement of the details. 
 

- All the other recommendations were agreed. 
 
Funding didn’t come up, so there was no opportunity for the MOF to tell the other Ministers about the ACC funding 
available.  

 
The MOF would like you to continue engaging with Police about the outstanding details of the buy-back, particularly 
with respect to parts and accessories and business compensation. He has other calls at 9.30am on Saturday, 10am 
on Sunday, and a meeting at 12pm on Monday. 
 
Hei konā, 

 
 

 

Office of Hon Grant Robertson 
Minister of Finance 
 

Level 7.6 Executive Wing, Parliament Buildings, PO Box 18041, Wellington 6160, New Zealand 

 
 
 

 

[1]

[1]

[1]


