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Where this is the case, the relevant sections of the Act that would apply have been identified.   
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[3] 6(b)(i) - to avoid prejudice the entrusting of information to the Government of New Zealand on a basis 
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[23] 9(2)(a) - to protect the privacy of natural persons, including deceased people 

[25] 9(2)(b)(ii) - to protect the commercial position of the person who supplied the information or who is the 
subject of the information 

[26] 9(2)(ba)(i) - to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which any person 
has been or could be compelled to provide under the authority of any enactment, where the making 
available of the information would be likely to prejudice the supply of similar information, or information 
from the same source, and it is in the public interest that such information should continue to be 
supplied 
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made, as listed above. For example, a [23] appearing where information has been withheld in a release 
document refers to section 9(2)(a). 
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May 20, 2019 

 
RE: Overseas Investment Reform Submission 

 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Forgive my not using the 16-page online form to express my views regarding the 
Overseas Investment Act 2005 Reform. 
 
My concern simply regards Christchurch water not being adequately recognized 
as the asset that it is.   
 
We are living at a time when human beings have to become the voice for our 
planet and her resources.  As unfamiliar as I am with political process, I feel 
passionately about writing this. 
 
It seems criminal that overseas investors can take water from our land, bottle it 
in plastic containers and ship it to their country for profit. Physically, 
ecologically, morally it is wrong. 
 
It is my hope that this activity will become illegal for New Zealand and that we 
can learn to care for our most precious life-sustaining, clean drinking water with 
respect.  
 
The Maori teach us that water is life and spirit and should not be disrespected by 
being moved from its source.  By protecting our water, and keeping it here, we 
protect the health of our nation today and for generations to come.  
 
I know it is not in the scope of this Reform to outlaw the selling of water to 
overseas investors, but I hope that common sense will prevail and we will be 
able to put in place a reform that moves us away from this horrific exploitation. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Susannah Kenton 
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