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 I wish to make a submission on the general principles that I consider should guide policy 
on overseas investment. This is an individual submission.

1. Environmental principle

I consider that Aotearoa/New Zealand should focus, not on relentless growth, but on 
responsible stewardship of our resources. Our land, coastal waters, rivers and waterways, 
and even our clean air are all taonga at risk from exploitation and degradation.

The foundational principle of all policy, must be the protection and enhancement of 
environmental and natural taonga, consistent with the Treaty of Waitangi and maori 
cultural values.

Retention of sensitive resources and land in NZ ownership, control and stewardship should 
be the rule, rather than the exception. Any exceptions should be subject to rigorous and 
transparent scrutiny. 

The process of application, decision-making and any subsequent consent should be 
absolutely transparent. Decisions, and any consents should be subject to strict criteria; and 
the decision-makers should be office holders accountable to the people of Aotearoa/NZ. 
There should be monitoring of any grants and consents, to ensure ongoing compliance.

In more specific particular, I also consider that we must control and reduce/prevent foreign 
investment that facilitates or leads to:

exploitation of mineral reserves
exploitation of native forests or swamp kauri
conversion of productive farmland and small-holdings to industrial-scale exotic/pine 
forestry
conversion of productive high country sheep farms to industrial dairying
exploitation of streams, rivers and aquifers for water-bottling and for irrigation
conversion of productive or sensitive taonga to large scale tourist resorts, including 
the privatisation of access rights to beaches, forests, lakes and rivers

We have at this moment, the opportunity to lead the world in reducing the impact of 
climate change. We can make a stand for respect, for dignity, for guardianship of the 
earth's dwindling resources.

We can make a stand for a liveable future.

2. Autonomy

I consider that Aotearoa/New Zealand should focus, not on foreign investment in 
infrastructure, but on building an economy and enhancing a political system that preserves 
the self-determination and dignity of individuals and communities, founded on the Treaty 
of Waitangi and on democratic process. 

I consider that we should, in particular, be very wary of surrendering control of our 
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systems of transport and communication to foreign investment.
We should retain autonomy of our health services 
We should retain access to privacy protection
We should prevent any infrastructure "investment" that undermines our political 
system, or our delivery of essential public services.

End of submission.

If there is an opportunity, I wish to be heard in support of my submission. Please 
acknowledge receipt.

Linda Kaye
[23]
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