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We recommend that you (Nga Tohutohu) –  

  Decision 
(a)  Note that on 11 May 2020 Cabinet (CAB ref to come): 

Approved a package of initiatives to be charged against the COVID-
19 Response and Recovery Fund (CRRF), however some financial 
recommendations were still outstanding 
Authorised the Minister of Finance and relevant Appropriation 
Ministers to approve jointly any changes to appropriations and 
capital injections, and the establishment of new appropriations where 
necessary to give effect to a list of initiatives for which financial 
recommendations were still outstanding 
 

 

(b)  Note that the following initiative did not have financial 
recommendation in the 11 May 2020 Cabinet paper 

Supporting Businesses To Retain Staff By Connecting Them To 
Work In Government’s Environmental Priorities 

 

Yes / No 

(c)  Approve the financial recommendations for Vote Conservation, as 
detailed in the attached initiative document 
 

Yes / No 

(d)  Note that Cabinet agreed that any and all underspends related to the 
initiatives in the foundational CRRF package are returned to the 
Centre 
 

Yes / No 
 
 

(e)  Note that all communications relating to the CRRF and any requests 
for early announcement will need to have both the written approval of 
the Minister of Finance and sign-off from the Prime Minister’s Office. 
 

Yes / No 

(f)  Agree that the proposed changes to appropriations and/or capital 
injections for 2019/20 above be included in the Addition to the 
2019/20 Supplementary Estimates, the changes to appropriations 
and/or capital injections for 2020/21 above be included in the 
2020/21 Supplementary Estimates, and that, in the interim, the 
increases be met from Imprest Supply 

Yes / No 

   12/ 5/ 2020 
Rachel Bruce 
Deputy Director-General, Corporate Services Group 
For Director-General of Conservation 
 

   /  /       /  /  

Hon. Grant Robertson 
Minister of Finance  Hon. Eugenie Sage 

Minister of Conservation  
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Purpose – Te Pūtake 
1. This report seeks your agreement to the financial recommendations of one (1) additional 

Vote Conservation initiative to be charged against the COVID-19 Response and 
Recovery Fund (CRRF) and included in the CRRF Foundational Package, as per the 11 
May 2020 Cabinet paper (Cab ref to come). 

Background and context – Te Horopaki 
2. On 11 May 2020, Cabinet agreed to a package of initiatives to be charged against the 

CRRF, however some financial recommendations were still outstanding. 
3. At this meeting, Cabinet authorised the Minister of Finance and relevant Appropriation 

Ministers to approve jointly any changes to appropriations and capital injections, and the 
establishment of new appropriations where necessary to give effect to a list of initiatives 
for which financial recommendations were still outstanding. 

4. There is one (1) initiative in Vote Conservation that has outstanding financial initiatives 
yet to be approved: 

• Supporting Businesses To Retain Staff By Connecting Them To Work In 
Government’s Environmental Priorities - this initiative will support businesses to 
retain staff as the economic impacts of COVID-19 continue to unfold. This initiative 
provides a mechanism for businesses that are considering redundancies and 
downscaling to redeploy their staff immediately on environmentally focused 
activities in their home region. This initiative will enable nature-based jobs to be 
created in iwi organisations, regional and local councils and community 
organisations, leveraging existing relationships and growing the Department’s 
network of regional alliances.  

• This initiative has been developed and supported by Ministries as part of a portfolio 
of investment in Sustainable Land Use (SLU) to support economic recovery from 
COVID-19.   

5. This paper includes financial recommendations to include these initiatives in the CRRF 
Foundational package, details of which will communicated on Budget Day (14 May 
2020). 

Risk assessment – Nga Whakatūpato 

6. A risk exists that there are errors in this briefing.  The briefing has been reviewed by The 
Treasury. 

Consultation – Kōrero whakawhiti 
7. The briefing has been reviewed in full by The Treasury. 

Financial implications – Te Taha Pūtea 
8. The financial recommendation is for the following increase to Vote Conservation’s 

Departmental Output Expenses: 
 $m  
Vote Conservation 
Minister of Conservation 

2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 & 
Outyears

Departmental Output Expenses: 
Management of Natural Heritage 
(funded by revenue Crown) 

- 66.667 66.667 66.666 - 

Adjustment to Management of 
Natural Heritage 

- 66.667 66.667 66.666 -
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9. Vote Conservation may seek to adjust the allocations across appropriations post the 
completion of the ‘design’ phase (reflecting agreed partnership delivery models, 
governance and responsibilities framework) as part of a baseline update process in 
2020/21. 

Next steps – Nga Tāwhaitanga 

10. Once approved the details will be communicated on Budget Day and Vote 
Conservation’s baseline will be updated at the October 2021 Baseline Update.  

Attachments – Nga Tāpiritanga 
11. The following document is attached: 

• Financial Recommendation for initiative to be charged against the CRRF:  
“Supporting Businesses To Retain Staff By Connecting Them To Work In 
Government’s Environmental Priorities” 

ENDS 

 

 




