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Purpose  
1. This report seeks your agreement to the financial recommendations for ‘Strengthening the 

Family Court – Initiatives to Enhance Child and Whānau Wellbeing under COVID-19’ for 
Votes Justice and Courts. This will be charged against the COVID-19 Response and 
Recovery Fund (CRRF) and included in the CRRF Foundational Package, as per the 11 
May Cabinet paper (CAB-20-MIN-0219). 

Summary 

2. On 11 May, Cabinet agreed to a package of initiatives to be charged against the CRRF, 
however some financial recommendations were still outstanding. 

3. At this meeting, Cabinet authorised the Minister of Finance and relevant Appropriation 
Ministers to approve jointly any changes to appropriations and capital injections, and the 
establishment of new appropriations where necessary to give effect to a list of initiatives for 
which financial recommendations were still outstanding. 

4. The financial recommendations for ‘Family Court – Initiatives to Enhance Child and 
Whānau Wellbeing under COVID-19’ are yet to be approved. 

5. The Family Court initiative will provide funding for four key proposals consistent with the 
recommendations of the Independent Panel's report on the 2014 family justice reforms.  

6. The four key proposal of this initiative are: 

a. Expand legal aid to enable the reinstatement of legal representation in early stages 
of Care of Children Act 2004 (CoCA) proceedings; 

b. Increase remuneration for lawyer for the child; 

c. Improve the information available to children and whānau; and 

d. Establish a new role in the Family Court – the Family Justice Liaison Officer.  

7. Through these changes, the initiative aims to ensure parents and whānau are well-
supported by the Family Court in a time of distress and promote timely, safe and durable 
resolution of care of children disputes. It works to address the delay within the Family Court 
that has been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, and the damaging effects this has 
on children, parents and whānau. The expected impacts include reduced child and parental 
stress, increased personal safety and greater connections with whānau.  

8. This paper includes financial recommendations to include this initiative in the CRRF 
Foundational package, details of which will communicated on Budget Day (14 May). 

Consultation  

9. This paper has been prepared in consultation with Treasury. 
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Recommendations  

10. We recommend that you:  
 
 

1. Note that on 11 May Cabinet (CAB-20-MIN-0219): 

1.1 Approved a package of initiatives to be charged against the CRRF, 
however some financial recommendations were still outstanding 

1.2 Authorised the Minister of Finance and relevant Appropriation 
Ministers to approve jointly any changes to appropriations and capital 
injections, and the establishment of new appropriations where necessary 
to give effect to a list of initiatives for which financial recommendations 
were still outstanding. 

 
YES / NO 
 

2. Note that the following initiative did not have financial recommendations 
in the 11 May Cabinet paper: 

 2.1 Strengthening the Family Court – Initiatives to Enhance Child and 
Whānau Wellbeing under COVID-19 

 
YES / NO 
 

3. Approve the financial recommendations for Vote Justice and Courts, as 
detailed in the attached initiative document 

 
YES/NO 

4. Note that Cabinet agreed that any and all underspends related to the 
initiatives in the foundational CRRF package are returned to the Centre 

 
YES/NO 

5. Note that all communications relating to the CRRF and any requests for 
early announcement will need to have both the written approval of the 
Minister of Finance and sign-off from the Prime Minister’s Office. 

 

 
YES/NO 

6. Agree that the proposed changes to appropriations for 2020/21 approved 
in recommendation 3 above be included in the 2020/21 Supplementary 
Estimates, and that, in the interim, the increases be met from Imprest 
Supply 

 
YES/NO 
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Andy Fulbrook 

Chief Financial Officer  

Date       /      / 

APPROVED  SEEN  NOT AGREED 
 

 

 

 
 ___________________________________ 

Hon Andrew Little 

Minister of Justice 
Minister for Courts 

Date       /      / 

APPROVED  SEEN  NOT AGREED 

 

 

 

 ___________________________________ 

Hon Grant Robertson 

Minister of Finance 

Date       /      / 

APPROVED  SEEN  NOT AGREED 

 

 

Attachments: 

 

1. Vote Justice and Vote Courts- Financial Recommendations for Strengthening the 
Family Court – Initiatives to Enhance Child and Whānau Wellbeing under COVID-19. 
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Vote Justice COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund Initiative 

   Initiative No: 12599

Vote: Justice 

Title: Strengthening the Family Court – Initiatives to Enhance Child and Whānau 
Wellbeing under COVID-19 

Description: This initiative will provide funding to strengthen the Family Court, consistent 
with the recommendations of the Independent Panel's report on the 2014 family 
justice reforms. The expected impacts include reduced child and parental stress, 
increased personal safety and greater connections with whānau, all of which will 
be particularly beneficial to whānau in the current environment as a result of 
COVID-19. The initiative aims to ensure parents and whānau are supported by 
the court in their time of distress and promotes the safe and durable resolution of 
care of children disputes. 

 
Appropriation Changes 
 $m - increase/(decrease) 
 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 &

 Outyears
Operating Balance Impact - 6.060 6.060 6.060 6.060
Debt Impact - - - - -
No Impact - - - - -
Total - 6.060 6.060 6.060 6.060
 
 $m - increase/(decrease) 
 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 &

 Outyears
Non-Departmental Output Expense:      
Legal Aid - 6.060 6.060 6.060 6.060
   

Total Operating - 6.060 6.060 6.060 6.060
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Vote Courts COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund Initiative 

   Initiative No: 12598

Vote: Courts 

Title: Strengthening the Family Court – Initiatives to Enhance Child and Whānau 
Wellbeing under COVID-19 

Description: This initiative will provide funding to strengthen the Family Court, consistent 
with the recommendations of the Independent Panel's report on the 2014 family 
justice reforms. The expected impacts include reduced child and parental stress, 
increased personal safety and greater connections with whānau, all of which will 
be particularly beneficial to whānau in the current environment as a result of 
COVID-19. The initiative aims to ensure parents and whānau are supported by 
the court in their time of distress and promotes the safe and durable resolution of 
care of children disputes. 

 
Appropriation Changes 
 $m - increase/(decrease) 
 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 &

 Outyears
Operating Balance Impact - 6.450 10.522 9.982 10.892
Debt Impact - - - - -
No Impact - - - - -
Total - 6.450 10.522 9.982 10.892
 
 $m - increase/(decrease) 
 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 &

 Outyears
Multi-Category Expenses and Capital 
Expenditure: 

     

Courts, Tribunals and Other Authorities 
Services, including the Collection and 
Enforcement of Fines and Civil Debts Services 
(MCA) 

     

Departmental Output Expense:      
District Court Services 
(funded by revenue Crown) 

- 6.450 10.522 9.982 10.892

Total Operating - 6.450 10.522 9.982 10.892
 
 
 


